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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is indeed with great interest and pleasure that I address this First Meeting of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region Collaborating Centres. The use of national institutions for 

international purposes was one of the earliest mechanisms for carrying out technical 

cooperation between the Organization and its Member States. As early as 1949, the 

2nd World Health Assembly laid down the policy that has been followed ever since, 

namely, that WHO should not establish under its own auspices international research 

institutions, but should assist and make use of the activities of existing national institutions 

which are then designated as collaborating centres. 

 

 By definition, WHO collaborating centres comprise a network of countries that 

support WHO programmes at country, intercountry, regional, interregional and global 

levels. I would like to emphasize, however, that there is more to it than that. In line with 

WHO policy, a WHO collaborating centre must also participate in the strengthening of 
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country resources in terms of information, services, research and training in support of 

national health development. 

 

 I wish also to emphasize that only mutual benefit will make any such relationship 

fruitful and sustainable. By being designated a WHO collaborating centre, a unit or 

department receives national, regional and global recognition as a centre of excellence. 

This uplift of technical and/or academic image makes it easier to attract national and 

regional or global support to the unit. WHO itself may give support if the collaborating 

centre is assigned a specific task. Similarly, through good reputation the collaborating 

centre may have a say in some national, regional or global health issues. In turn, the WHO 

collaborating centres are expected to extend their support to WHO’s collaborative 

programmes with its Member States in establishing standards, in production of reference 

materials and substances and, most important, in being involved in technical cooperation 

for national health development; and last but not least in training of nationals. 

 

 During the past five years WHO has shown great concern for its relationship with the 

network of collaborating centres. The subject was discussed by the Executive Board in 

1996 and at the 50th World Health Assembly in May 1997. 

 

 These discussions culminated in Resolution WHA50.2 which states, inter alia, the 

following. 

 

 The Fiftieth World Health Assembly, 

 

 Recognizing that in order to exert global health leadership in the twenty-first 

century in the current budgetary context the Organization must make every effort to 

create the broadest possible network of “partners for health’ in order to make full 

use of all the skills available at country and regional levels; and to seek new 

resources and make optimum use of them in order to fulfil its tasks in the twenty-

first century within the framework of the new strategy for health for all; 

Aware that the collaborating centres represent a source of expertise that deserves to 

be better utilized and promoted; 



3 
 
 

 

Urges Member States to support and develop national centres of expertise so that 

they may meet the criteria to become a WHO collaborating centre; 

Requests the Director-General: 

• to strengthen the cooperation between WHO and its collaborating centres in 

priority areas; 

• to review the definition of the functions of the collaborating centres and the 

procedure for their designation and redesignation; 

• to take steps to promote and encourage the emergence of a larger number of 

collaborating centres in the countries concerned by WHO’s priorities and to 

foster capacity-building programmes in these centres. 

 

 Although the spirit of these discussions is to encourage the designation of more 

collaborating centres, nevertheless our experience in EMRO and perhaps also at 

headquarters, is that there is some laxity in the reporting of activities and in some cases a 

dwindling of relations with WHO, thus negating the prime purpose for which the 

collaborating centre was designated. This lack of activity has resulted in termination of the 

designation of some collaborating centres. 

 

 WHO headquarters is currently reviewing the various aspects of collaborating centres 

in response to the World Health Assembly resolution and I am sure you will hear about 

this in more detail from Dr Mansourian, Director of Research Policy and Strategy 

Coordination at WHO headquarters and from Professor Manciaux, Vice-Chairman of the 

Global Advisory Committee on Health Research. 

 

 In EMRO we took the initiative of calling for this meeting in order to listen to you, 

the directors of active collaborating centres, because we feel that you were not given the 

chance to fully express your points of view on issues which are under discussion by WHO 

at present. 

 
 In the agenda of this meeting you will also find that some important and pressing 

issues have been put forward for discussion in order to reach a consensus on, for example, 

the role of collaborating centres in health policy reform and the role of collaborating 

centres in the global research agenda. 
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 May I conclude by reminding you that the purpose of this meeting is to discuss and 

come up with policies and strategies for strengthening future cooperation between WHO 

and its collaborating centres, to inject more liveliness and enthusiasm into our relationship 

and to generate greater activity in the networking between collaborating centres. 

 

 As far as time allows, I shall participate with you in these discussions. I wish you 

fruitful deliberations and a happy stay in Nicosia. 

 


