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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Sixth Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Committee of WHO’s Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities 

(CEHA). I wish to extend my deepest appreciation and thanks to the Government of Jordan 

and particularly the Ministry of Health for hosting the Centre in Amman, and to the Arab 

Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) for  sponsoring 

this meeting. I also wish to express my appreciation to His Excellency the Minister of Health, 

for honouring this occasion by his presence. 
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 CEHA, during its 12 years of existence as the technical arm and information 

exchange unit of EMRO’s environmental health programme, has played a major role in the 

initiation and implementation of a wide range of projects and activities in the field of 

environmental health in the  Region. Also, in accordance with its mandate, CEHA has 

supported the Member States in the development of the health and environmental 

components of national plans for sustainable development; promotion of health and 

environment monitoring tools; faster dissemination and flow of appropriate and reliable 

information; establishing regional networks of healthy cities and healthy villages; the 

management of pesticides; promotion of water conservation and reuse approaches; and 

support of research and special studies. CEHA has also strengthened and expanded its 

information services and capabilities to Member States. 

 

 Each biennial meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee signifies an important 

milestone in the development of CEHA’s activities and capabilities. It is in this forum that 

CEHA presents an account of its activities, its achievements and problems during the closing 

biennium and also discuss with the Committee’s members its proposed workplan for the 

coming biennium. However, the present meeting is a special one, as it provides a bridge into 

the next century and we will be discussing several important challenges to health and the 

environment in the 21st Century. It is projected that the fast population growth we are 

experiencing in the Region will continue; this will place great pressure on already strained 

scarce water and arable land resources. Rapid urban growth and the push towards 

industrialization and increased use of chemicals in industry and agriculture will continue 

unabated, with resultant congestion, pollution, housing shortage and increased exposure to 

health risk from environmental sources. In the meantime, in most of the least developed 

countries in the Region, the scourge of poverty and its detrimental effects on health and 

environment will continue to pose a formidable challenge from the health perspective in 

relation to environment. In the coming decades we will have to pay special attention to 

chemical safety, urbanization, pollution control, water supply and sanitation as well as to the 

potential for emergencies, which are unfortunately so common in our Region. On this 

occasion, based on your many years of diverse and valuable experience in environmental 

health, you may wish to provide guidance to CEHA concerning the evolution of its roles in 

dealing with the health and environmental challenges, budgetary constraints and increasing 
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need for collaborative efforts and activities with other United Nations agencies and 

international organizations and institutions in the years ahead. 

 

 We are grateful to you all, and count on your advice for a better and more effective 

performance by CEHA in the service of Member States, in promoting and protecting 

environmental health, a crucial factor in achieving the goal of Health for All by the Year 

2000 and beyond. 

 

 I wish you a successful meeting and an enjoyable stay in this beautiful city of 

Amman. 

 


