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Yours Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the opening of this 

workshop on food safety for the Gulf States which has been organized 

by the Centre for Environmental Health Activities and which is 

sponsored by the Arab Gulf Programme for the United Nations 

Development Organization. I am grateful to the Government of the 

United Arab Emirates for hosting this workshop and to His 

Excellency the Minister of Health for honouring us with his presence 

and for extending such excellent support to this workshop. I would 

like also to extend my sincere thanks to AGFUND for funding this 

important workshop. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

Food safety plays a vital role in the life and survival of human beings 

and is essential to attaining and maintaining the highest standards of 

health. In the last three decades food safety has gained more and more 

in importance, at both national and international levels, with regard to 

adoption of a more effective and more efficient system for ensuring 

the safety of foods. As is well known, the nutritional quality of food 

can be improved and foodborne diseases prevented by ensuring food 

safety. Food losses from contamination and spoilage are also 

decreased. Ultimately food safety contributes to prevention of 

malnutrition. The very high importance of the issue is demonstrated 

by the fact that out of the estimated 12.2 million deaths occurring 

annually among children under five, in developing countries 6.6 

million (54%) are associated with malnutrition. Moreover, acute 

diarrhoeal diseases, which are attributed basically to consumption of 

contaminated food, are second on the list of the ten biggest killers in 

the world, being responsible for over 3 million deaths annually. In the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region nearly 190 million cases of acute 

diarrhoea occur each year, resulting in approximately 350 000 deaths. 

However, although contaminated food is felt to be a leading cause of 

sickness throughout the Region, only a small fraction of all foodborne 

diseases is currently recognized and reported. The ratio between 

actual cases and those notified may be as high as 100 to 1. 
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 In 1962 the Codex Alimentarius Commission was established by 

the World Health Organization and the Food and Agricultural 

Organization of the United Nations to implement the joint FAO/WHO 

Food Standards Programme for developing, establishing and 

promoting international standards with respect to food as stated in the 

Constitution of WHO. In  April 1994 the Uruguay Round of 

Multiateral Trade Negotiations in Marrakesh recognized the need for 

food standards to serve as international benchmarks. Since July 1995, 

WHO has had observer status in the World Trade Organization 

Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and intends to 

strengthen collaboration in the area of food safety with the World 

Trade Organization and national governments. In line with this, the 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean will apply the 

necessary measures and will require that these measures are based on 

scientific principles and on international standards in conformity with 

the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitaary Measures.  

 

 The Regional Strategy for Health and Environment adopted by 

the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in October 

1993 has a number of objectives. These objectives include 

development and review of national food safety strategy, policy and 

action plans, guidelines and codes of practice for manufacturers; 

formulation, review or updating of food legislation; strengthening of 

food control administrations and agencies; implementation of food 
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safety programmes in coordination with other agencies and bodies; 

quality assurance in programmes based on hazard analysis critical 

control points for food processing, handling and production; human 

resources development; and integration of food safety activities into 

primary health care activities. 

 

 The major objective of this workshop is to produce a plan for 

technically sound and coordinated action for promoting food safety in 

the Region by providing a forum to review the regional strategy, 

exchange experiences and resources, identify and evaluate problem 

areas, develop and prepare national plans, programmes and guidelines 

for strengthening national capacity, and promote interregional 

cooperation in dealing with food safety including processing, 

preparation, handling, distribution and storage. 

 

 In conclusion, I would like to thank you for your valuable 

contributions to, and your participation in this important workshop 

aiming at the establishment of healthy and sound food safety practices 

in our Region. I wish you success in your deliberations and look 

forward to receiving your constructive, progressive proposals and 

further recommendations on the workshop subject. Lastly, may I wish 

you all a very happy and pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Sharjah. 

 


