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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Second Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for the Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication. 

 
I am very grateful to all of you: Members of the Regional Commission, 

representatives of the commissions from neighbouring Regions; experts; and WHO staff 

from headquarters and other Regions for sparing the time and effort to attend. I look 

forward to receiving your valuable guidance and advice on our work towards eradication 

of poliomyelitis from the Region. 
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During the coming two days we will have the opportunity to review in some detail 

the progress that countries in our Region are making towards our goal of eradication of 

poliomyelitis by the year 2000. We will also discuss any remaining technical and 

administrative issues facing the programme in the Region and the action required to 

address them. 

 

Remarkable efforts have been made to accelerate poliomyelitis eradication 

activities in all countries of the Region during 1996 and 1997, and there has been 

increasing attention given to the critical issues of certification. Your work during the first 

certification meeting in September 1995 provided the basic framework necessary for 

Member States to begin the certification process. Most Member States of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region have already convened a national committee or are in the process of 

establishing a committee. The majority of the Member States are working on establishing 

and maintaining appropriate documentation of key eradication activities, which will be 

required for the eventual certification of wild poliovirus eradication. You will have a 

chance to hear about that in some detail during your meeting. 

 

This Second Meeting of the Regional Certification Commission is particularly 

timely at this point in the progress towards the global as well as the regional eradication 

goal. The basic principles of the certification, clearly stated in the Report of the First 

Meeting of the Global Certification Commission and reflected in the report of your first 

meeting, need to be critically looked at in light of the dynamic developments that have 

taken place since that meeting. In your files you will find Recommendations made by the 

Global Commission for the Certification of Eradication of Poliomyelitis during its Second 

Meeting, held in Geneva in May 1997. Since the status of poliomyelitis eradication is 

rapidly evolving, the recommendations of the Global Commission reflect these changes. I 

am confident that members of the Regional Commission will review the Global 

Commission’s recommendations and take them into consideration in formulating the 

recommendations that will be made during this meeting, in order to ensure the necessary 

uniformity with the recommendations made by the Global Commission and those of other 

Regions of WHO. 
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Dear Colleagues, 
 

The regional strategies for poliomyelitis eradication are essentially the same as the 

global strategy: to ensure high routine immunization coverage combined with 

supplemental immunization activities, acute flaccid paralysis surveillance and laboratory 

support. In addition, some of the countries in our Region and in other Regions are 

confronting the increasingly significant threat of cross-border transmission of wild 

polioviruses. The Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean discussed this issue 

in its meeting in October 1997 and made a number of recommendations related to special 

activities at high-risk border areas between countries and regions. I am confident that this 

issue will receive your attention, particularly as it may have direct implications for the 

certification process. Again, your guidance will be essential for determining how these 

developments affect the documentation that should be provided by each country to 

demonstrate that it is indeed poliovirus free. 
 

Another key topic submitted for your discussion and endorsement is the draft Plan 

of Action for Regional Certification. This document is expected to lead us in our 

preparation for the certification during the few remaining years before the target date. 

Therefore, I wish to emphasize that it must be comprehensive, simple and practical in 

order to be effectively utilized. I am looking forward seeing to your invaluable 

contributions to this document to make it the tool we are looking for. 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

I would like to remind you that the work of the Regional Commission is not only 

relevant to the final phase of poliomyelitis eradication, but is proving to be an important 

and integral part of the initiative even in countries which have only recently begun 

implementing the eradication strategies. Your deliberations will ultimately dictate when, 

and if, the world can claim that this initiative has truly achieved its goal of interrupting all 

wild poliovirus transmission in the Region and worldwide. 
 

I look forward to the outcome of your discussions, knowing that the results will 

again move us substantially forward in the process of certifying the eradication of 

poliomyelitis.  
 

Thank you. 


