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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 I wish to acknowledge with thanks the invitation of the Government of Pakistan to 

participate in this important gathering of representatives of various agencies and countries 

on the occasion of the second Inter-Agency Coordination Meeting in Support of 

Poliomyelitis Eradication and the Expanded Programme on Immunization in Pakistan. 

 
 The commitment of the Government of Pakistan, as well as the involvement and 

commitment of partner agencies have been critical in the restoration of the Pakistan 

immunization programme in general, and in the progress towards poliomyelitis eradication 

in particular. 
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Dear Colleagues,  
 

 Pakistan achieved significant progress in the national immunization programme in the 

1980s and early 1990s. It is regrettable that the coverage with routine immunization 

declined during four successive years, from 1992 to 1995 owing to a variety of factors, but 

particularly shortage of funds. 

 

 This decline in immunization coverage resulted in the occurrence of outbreaks of 

vaccine-preventable diseases. One of these was the major outbreak of poliomyelitis in 

1993 when 1803 cases were reported. 

 

 I wish however to acknowledge with appreciation that, despite the formidable 

financial and logistic constraints, the Government of Pakistan remained committed to the 

EPI goals of the 1990s, namely poliomyelitis eradication and neonatal tetanus elimination, 

as well as control of other EPI target diseases.  

 

During 1996, the Government of Pakistan allocated sufficient funds for the EPI 

activities and thus the shortage of EPI vaccines and syringes has now been resolved. 

Adequate quantities of all EPI vaccines for routine services are now available in most parts 

of the country. In addition, extraordinary efforts have been made towards poliomyelitis 

eradication. National immunization days, the key eradication strategy, were introduced in 

1994 and continued throughout 1996 with high levels of immunization coverage of the 

target age group, that is, children aged under 5 years, all over the country. In 1996, routine 

immunization coverage also showed considerable improvement, approaching 80% for 

DPT3/OPV3. Acute flaccid paralysis surveillance was successfully introduced in Pakistan 

in September 1995, and I am pleased to note that it is functioning well in Sind and North-

West Frontier Province. However, it still needs further improvement in Punjab and 

Baluchistan.  

 

As a result of conducting national immunization days and improving routine 

immunization coverage, in 1996 the reported poliomyelitis cases declined by 70% 

compared with 1991. This decline was in spite of a much improved acute flaccid paralysis 

surveillance system. However, there is evidence that wild polioviruses are still circulating 

widely in Pakistan and poliomyelitis cases are reported from a majority of the districts in 
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the country. Recently an outbreak of poliomyelitis occurred in Bannu and Laki Marwat 

districts in the North-West Frontier Province, with 74 cases reported between February and 

early June 1997. 

 

I am very pleased to note that the national response to the outbreak was aggressive 

and comprehensive. In both districts the door-to-door immunization campaign reached 

189 000 children under 5 years of age in first round. The second round was conducted just 

a few days ago. Although the final results are not yet available, the preliminary data show 

well above 90% coverage. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Although the commitment of the Government of Pakistan is the major factor in recent 

achievements towards poliomyelitis eradication in Pakistan, the generous support provided 

by partner agencies has also played a very important role. Support from the Governments 

of Canada and the United Arab Emirates and from the Japan International Cooperation 

Agency, from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, Rotary 

International, UNICEF, WHO and others, contributed to the recent achievements in the 

poliomyelitis eradication initiative in Pakistan. 

 

 Nevertheless, despite the considerable achievements, many challenges still remain to 

be addressed. Most importantly, support is urgently needed to continue national 

immunization days in 1997. Moreover, national immunization days will have to be 

continued in Pakistan for at least the next two years and funding sources for this key 

eradication strategy need to be identified now. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 The poliovirus has the capability of identifying susceptibles and areas with low 

coverage in which to maintain its circulation. Border areas are among such areas. They are 

usually the last reservoirs of disease and a source of wild virus for neighbouring countries 

which may otherwise be making adequate progress towards poliomyelitis eradication. Wild 

poliovirus is freely and frequently transmitted across borders with population movements. 
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One area of concern covers the borders between Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and Pakistan. Special activities will be necessary in this area if poliomyelitis eradication is 

to be achieved in a timely manner. These activities will require additional resources, and 

this must be taken into consideration during coordination of support to the national 

programme in Pakistan. 

 

 In conclusion, I consider this meeting a symbol of our partnership in supporting the 

Pakistani authorities in their efforts to achieve the goals of the EPI. 

 

I look forward to your renewed commitment and to contributions in support of EPI 

in Pakistan. Once again, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to you for participating in 

this meeting and I would like to reiterate my thanks to the Government of Pakistan for 

giving us the opportunity to participate in this meeting and for the facilities they have 

provided to make it a success. 

 


