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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Malaria Border Meeting and to 

thank the Government of Oman for hosting the meeting and for the excellent support received 

in organizing it. As you are all well aware this meeting is being held to review the malaria 

situation and to discuss ways of coordinating malaria control efforts between Oman, Saudi 

Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. In this regard I wish also to welcome the 

participant from Zanzibar. 

  

 Malaria is still an important public health problem in the Region, with approximately 

13 million cases every year. It is important also to note that about 45% of the population of 

the Region live at risk of both P. falciparum and P. vivax malaria and, additionally, 15% at 

risk of P. vivax alone. 
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 In countries where malaria is endemic, it represents a major cause of ill-health and a 

leading cause of morbidity and mortality. We are witnessing such a situation in a number of 

countries, including Yemen. Additionally, Yemen is currently suffering a serious epidemic of 

P. falciparum malaria which was triggered by excessive rainfall and for which the national 

health services were, unfortunately , unprepared. 

 

 I am pleased to note, however, that Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates have effectively curtailed malaria transmission, and that areas of continuing 

transmission have shrunk to a great extent. However, this state of relative well-being is 

fragile, and a renewal of transmission of malaria may easily nullify the achievements unless 

the control activities are pursued relentlessly. The existence of areas of unabated malaria 

transmission in a number of neighbouring countries is an enormous risk factor which 

perpetuates primary health care transmission of malaria, even in countries with a well 

developed primary health care system. 

 

 As you are well aware, who recently revised its global malaria control strategy. This 

revised strategy was endorsed by the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 

October 1993, and was adapted to the conditions of the Region by the Regional Working 

Group on Malaria Control in March 1994. During its second meeting in October-November 

1995, the Regional Working Group reviewed the course of the implementation of the revised 

strategy. I am pleased to note that the Working Group concluded that it was developing in a 

satisfactory manner. 

 

 One of the major elements in this strategy is to detect, contain and prevent epidemics. 

This element is of great importance for the countries that you represent, since most areas of 

them are prone to epidemic. Prevention of epidemics is of particular importance in areas 

which have achieved a substantial decrease or even an interruption of malaria transmission, 

but which remain prone to epidemic. Close intercountry collaboration in malaria monitoring, 

prompt exchange of information, and coordinated activities in the border areas are 

particularly important in such an environment. 

 

 Malaria border meetings have a special significance because they also give an 

opportunity for establishing personal contacts between the programme managers, for frank 
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discussion and for free exchange of experiences, ideas and information. I am pleased to 

observe collaboration in malaria control developing between Saudi Arabia and Yemen, an 

outcome of their contacts during the previous malaria border meeting in Muscat in 1993. A 

number of practical steps have been taken by these two countries to develop joint antimalaria 

activities in border areas. 

 

 I am confident that the present meeting will result in the adoption of a coordinated 

strategy and contribute to better planning of operations, especially in border areas. 

 

 I wish you every success and a pleasant stay in the city of Muscat. 

 


