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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the opening of the CEHA Regional 

Consultation on Safe Handling and Disposal of Pesticides, the first of its kind in 

environmental health in WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean Region. I would like to take this 

opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government of Egypt for the hospitality and 

support, extended through its agencies, which have made the holding of this consultation 

possible and, in particular, to His Excellency Dr Ismail A. Sallam, Minister of Health and 
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Population, and his staff for their timely and courteous cooperation and assistance to WHO 

and CEHA during the organization of the consultation. 

 

 During the last three decades, the use of pesticides has increased steadily throughout 

the world, and in countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Globally, approximately 

two million metric tonnes of pesticide compounds are used each year to control insects, 

weeds and pathogens. However, the presence of toxic residues in the food chain due to 

pesticides poses a major hazard for human beings and non-target organisms. Safe and 

efficient use, and proper handling and disposal of pesticides are urgently needed. The 

application of pesticides to agricultural land in very high doses and their careless handling 

may lead to very serious health problems, such as acute and chronic toxicity. Pesticides 

also alter the action of certain key enzymes resulting in long-term and permanent health 

effects on humans. 

 

 As a result of the extensive use of pesticides in agriculture and for household 

purposes, an increased number of cases of poisoning through misuse and mishandling are 

being recorded in the Region. This indicates that safe handling and disposal of pesticides 

are gaining more and more in importance each day and that a well prepared, 

environmentally sound management system is urgently needed. Such a system should be 

based on appropriate inventories of imported, manufactured, formulated, used and 

accumulated unwanted pesticides. A pesticide registration scheme and mechanisms for 

safe and cost-effective use of pesticides are also needed without delay. 

 

 In addition to the issue of toxicity, very large amounts of obsolete and unwanted 

pesticides are known to have accumulated in the Region. This problem is usually created 

by inappropriate and uncoordinated donations, lack of systematic and controlled planning 

in stock taking, untimely and inappropriate purchase, substandard storage facilities, 

uncoordinated distribution mechanisms, inappropriate use, and scarcity of expertise and 

facilities for safe disposal of pesticides. However, the disposal of unwanted pesticides in 

developing countries, where modern facilities and expertise are not available, poses major 

problems. Not only is it often uneconomical, but it can also have serious adverse impact on 

human health and the environment. 
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 The major objective of this consultation is to produce a plan for technically sound and 

coordinated action for the disposal of unwanted pesticides in the Region. In order to 

achieve this, the group will review the regional situation regarding stocks of unwanted 

pesticides, exchange experiences and discuss the problems, constraints, and available and 

required resources to deal with the problem. These resources may be sought both from 

within the Region and from outside. A regional plan, or sub-regional plans, for 

coordinated, cost-effective and safe disposal of pesticides will be the most important 

outcome of this consultation. To ensure sustainability of these developments, another 

important outcome of this meeting will be guidelines and plans for strengthening capacity 

and capability at the country level. 

 

 Finally, I would like to thank you all for your participation in this important 

consultation and for the valuable contributions you will make to establishing safe handling 

and disposal practices for pesticides in the Region. I wish you success in you deliberations 

and look forward to receiving your constructive, progressive proposals and further 

recommendations on this subject. Lastly, I wish you all a very happy and pleasant stay in 

this beautiful city of Cairo. 

 


