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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is my pleasure to welcome you to the second meeting of the advisory panel on 

health care financing. I would like to thank you all, the panel members, the representative 

of the World Bank’s Data for Decision-making project and our colleagues from WHO 

headquarters, for giving us the time to come and participate in this important meeting. 

 

 I do not think I need to remind this august group that health care financing reforms 

are high on the agenda of most countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and that 

several reforms have been initiated with technical support from the World Health 

Organization. In response to the increasing importance of, and interest in, health care 

financing, the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office has, in recent years, held 

intercountry workshops on health care financing and cost containment, advocated 
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economic support to health-for-all strategies in Regional Committee meetings and other 

forums, and designed a mid-term plan to strengthen health economics in the Region. 

These, and other activities, led to the establishment of the Advisory Panel on Health Care 

Financing, which held its first meeting in Alexandria from 12 to 14 September 1993. This 

first meeting, which grouped experts from various countries in the Region, was an 

excellent opportunity to share experiences and common concerns related to health care 

financing reforms. 

 

 The main outcome of the first meeting was the outline of a programme to promote 

health economics in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. This programme had three main 

components: 
 

• training of managers in health economics; 

• strengthening of collection and analysis of economic and financial data; and 

• provision of technical expertise in health economics and health care financing. 

 

 Despite the lack of external funding, this programme was strongly supported by the 

Regional Office and the Regional Consultative Committee. 

 

 During February 1995, a subregional meeting was held in Morocco. At that meeting, 

experts identified the main areas of interest related to health care financing, discussed 

potential common activities in training and research, and outlined training programmes. 

Particular focus in training and research in health economics was placed on the use of 

regional WHO collaborating centres as training and research institutions. A network on 

health systems and health economics was created and the Rabat Declaration, calling for the 

need to strengthen the use of economic principles in health management, was adopted. 

 

 During the Joint Programme Review Missions to plan the programmes of 

collaboration between WHO and the Member States for 1996–1997, the Regional Office 

advocated training of managers at various levels in health economics and the use of 

economic principles in health management. Funds were allocated for fellowships in health 

economics and health care financing and for consultancies within these fields. In addition, 

the Regional Office has been active in spreading information in this important field. To 
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this effect, WHO publications on cost analysis were translated into national languages and 

dispatched to ministries of health and training institutions in the Region. 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

 Training figures as a main element in the WHO programme on health economics. 

Following the global meeting on capacity building in health economics, held in Geneva in 

December 1995, a subregional workshop to finalize training courses is to be planned, so 

that the implementation of the planned training activities, using regional institutions, may 

begin. A number of funding agencies have expressed their support for this programme and 

will be involved in the preparatory workshop. 

 

 During this meeting, we hope to obtain your views on better ways and means of 

implementing the regional programme. These will be of great importance. I am confident 

that particular interest will be paid to the development of practical approaches to 

identifying qualified experts from within and outside the Region, who could be used to 

implement the various programme components. 

 

 As many countries are planning to develop or extend health insurance as one way of 

financing health care, the issue of health insurance was included as a main subject on the 

agenda of your meeting. As you know, WHO has published several studies on health 

insurance and convened several interregional meetings, the latest of which was held in 

Seoul, Korea and in which experts from Egypt and Morocco participated. During our 

present meeting, countries’ experiences will be shared and some lessons from past 

experiences will be discussed, as well as the views of WHO and other funding agencies. 

Countries of the region are at different stages of development with regard to health 

insurance. Some are planning to initiate health insurance; some are in the process of 

extending coverage by health insurance and others have a long tradition of health 

insurance; and are willing to improve its management and coverage. 

 

 Your recommendations will help the Regional Office in developing a strategy for 

health insurance development and strengthening, taking into consideration the 

sociocultural background of the Region. We are confident that your deliberations will yield 
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fruitful results and we look forward to your recommendations for better promotion of 

health economics and improvement of health care financing schemes, including health 

insurance. 

 

 I wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo and a successful meeting. 

 


