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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this CEHA Regional Workshop on 

Water Conservation and Reuse: Practical Approaches and Strategies. I would like to 

take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government of Jordan and its 

Ministry of Health for hosting this activity. I would like also to express my appreciation 

to the Islamic Development Bank for cosponsoring this workshop. The active 
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collaboration that has developed over a period of time between WHO and the Islamic 

Development Bank is to be highly commended. 

 

 As most of the Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region of WHO are 

situated in arid or semi-arid zones, water is a scarce commodity, and it is becoming a 

constraining factor in agricultural and industrial development in some countries. The 

world situation is becoming more grim. 

 

 To be able to face these very serious challenges, water has to be conserved not only in 

our Region, but all over the world. For water conservation efforts to be successful in a 

country or a community, all its technical, social, political, environmental and financial 

implications should be understood and tackled decisively on all fronts. 

 

 Water conservation is a crucial component of meeting demand in areas where 

(a) water may be scarce and in short supply (as a result of climatic conditions or 

difficulties in accessing additional water sources), and (b) increase in demand 

(domestic, industrial and agricultural) may be so rapid that it may physically be difficult 

for supply to catch up with demand, although sources of supply may be available. 

 

 Conservation knowledge and experience are growing exponentially in the world. This 

workshop offers the opportunity for professionals to meet and discuss the emerging 

trends and recommend appropriate regional policies and strategies and practical 

approaches for water conservation and reuse. An earlier workshop on the same subject 

was held in collaboration with the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

(ESCWA) in November 1993. A relevant workshop on leakage control was sponsored 

by the Islamic Development Bank and conducted by the World Health Organization in 

Alexandria 1995. 

 

 The major areas of concern are domestic demand management and reduction, which 

entails public awareness, legislation, use of water saving fixtures and application of 

conservation-based tariffs; improved management of water supply systems, which 

includes leakage detection and control, reduction of water losses and unaccounted-for 

water; efficient agricultural and irrigation practices; reuse of recycled wastewater in 
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agriculture; ground water recharge from recycled wastewater and flood water; public 

education and involvement in conservation decision-making; and promotion of 

integrated water resources management. 

 

 Your deliberations and recommendations at the end of the workshop will be of special 

interest to WHO’s Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA). 

CEHA’s main role is to follow up evaluations, action plans and recommendations made 

in the field of environmental health. 

 

 I wish you fruitful deliberations, and a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 

 
 


