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Your Excellency Prime Minister Bhutto, Honourable Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 

 It gives me great pleasure to be with you today on the occasion of the inauguration of the 

national immunization day for vaccination against poliomyelitis. 

 

 I wish to express with great appreciation the importance given by the Government of Pakistan 

to child health, and specifically by Her Excellency Mrs Bhutto, the Prime Minister, who has been 

instrumental in supporting efforts to achieve better health for the children not only of Pakistan but of 

the whole world. 

 

 I wish also to congratulate the Government of Pakistan for organizing this national 

immunization day for vaccination against poliomyelitis. Such days are a catalyst for promoting 

immunization in general so that national programmes can be revitalized and achieve their objectives, 

not only to vaccinate babies and their mothers but, more important, to prevent those diseases that 

result in child loss and incapacitation. 

 

 I do not think I need to emphasize to this august group that our religion—Islam—makes it a 

responsibility for every one of us to preserve the lives of our children. As a matter of fact it is an 
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obligation on the parents, and all concerned, to extend to the children all possible services that 

preserve their lives, and vaccination is in the forefront of these services. 

 

 It is very satisfying to note that the Government of Pakistan is allocating the necessary 

resources to ensure the availability of vaccines for children at a time of many competing priorities. 

Funds spent on immunization and other preventive services are a real investment—actually the best 

investment, as shown from various studies. The returns on this investment are significant, particularly 

in ensuring healthy and productive future generations. 

 

 I wish to close by reiterating our sincere appreciation for all the efforts made by all those who 

have made this campaign possible and sincerely hope that it will achieve its objectives. 

 


