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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 
 
 
 It is my pleasure to welcome all of you national managers 

and senior national officials from the six countries where the 

achievements with respect to the Expanded Programme on 

Immunization targets have been less than we would have hoped for. I 

wish also to welcome  representatives of the Regional Inter-Agency 

Coordination Committee, which will hold its meeting immediately 

following this one. I am sure they will have a much clearer view of 
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the constraints facing the countries that are  lagging and hence will be 

helpful in suggesting ways to bring the performance in these countries 

to the desired levels. 

 

 I have in the past expressed deep concern about the situation 

of the Expanded Programme on Immunization, with respect to both 

coverage and the status reached with regard to disease eradication,  

elimination and reduction goals. 

 

 However, I wish to acknowledge the fact that in spite of the 

difficulties you have been facing, you have been  able to structure and 

implement activities to try and bridge the immunization gaps created 

by a multiplicity of factors operating in your countries. The days of 

tranquillity in Afghanistan and southern Sudan, the National 

Immunization Days in Pakistan, and the involvement of  

nongovernmental organizations in Somalia are good examples of 

these efforts. 

 

 From our side, we have been extending all possible support 

to you in helping to plan and implement national action to recover 

from this situation, and I wish to assure you that this support will 

continue, especially where reciprocal inputs and efforts are made from 

your side. 
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 Dear Colleagues 

 

 As you will all recall, during the six months since the 

meeting of the national managers of the Expanded Programme on 

Immunization was held in Bahrain, the Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean has been actively discussing relevant elements 

with the individual countries in search for suitable strategies to 

promote EPI. 

 

 It is understood that you are facing many problems. Some are 

related to financing the programme, but more important are problems 

in the management of the programme. In many countries, 

improvement in programme management has brought with it 

considerable progress, despite various constraints. 

 

 Dear Colleagues 

 

 We are here to discuss how we can together overcome these 

constraints; your frank discussions and understanding in this meeting 

are the only way to ensure success.   

 We have deliberately planned that these problems and 

constraints be presented and discussed in the presence of the members 
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of the Regional Inter-Agency Coordination Committee, who I am sure 

will actively participate in the discussions. In this regard, I would like 

to take this opportunity to express my gratitude and thanks for the 

support given by the agencies represented in this committee for 

activities directed to the eradication of poliomyelitis in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region.  I would also like to take this opportunity to 

request these agencies to extend their support to other EPI activities as 

well and particularly in support of lagging countries.  

 

 I am confident that this meeting will be an important 

milestone in our endeavour to reach the goals set for EPI. 

 

 I wish you every success in your deliberations and a pleasant 

stay in Cairo. 

 May God crown our collaborative efforts with His blessing. 


