
12:09:08  ٢٠٠٦/ ٠٥/ ٠٤  SS 
DRUGPOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
 
 

Message from 
 
 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 
 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 
 

to the 
 

CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON  
OPERATIONAL RESEARCH AS A COMPONENT 

OF NATIONAL DRUG POLICY 
 

Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran, 26-29 November 1995 
 
 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
 It is a pleasure for me to welcome such a distinguished gathering to this important 

Consultative Meeting on Operational Research as a Component of National Drug Policy. 

 

 I would like to thank the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for hosting this 

Consultation and for the excellent arrangements made. 

 

 During the past decade, national, regional and global programmes on Essential Drugs have 

been developed to cover various components of national drug policy. Accordingly, the concept of 

Essential Drugs has been widely accepted, and all Member States have formulated national lists of 

Essential Drugs. 

 

 Several activities have also been conducted to promote the rational use of drugs and good 

management of drug supplies; to publish independent national drug formularies and drug information 

bulletins; as well as to establish adverse-drug-reaction monitoring systems. 
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 On the other hand, less attention has been given to operational research as an essential 

component of national drug policy. 

 

 Although most of the Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region have schools of 

medicine and pharmacy, most of the research conducted in these schools relates to the pharmaceutical 

area and is of academic interest only. Our academic staff have not been involved in the analysis of 

practical situations to identify the major problems facing the development of good pharmaceutical 

services. There are very few reports from the Region on evaluating the impact of the research 

conducted at our universities on the development of pharmaceutical services. 

 

 One of the main problems in this field is the erroneous conception among some academicians 

that operational research is of no academic value and does not support the career development of 

academic staff. Other groups of academicians prefer to be involved in recent research trends, which 

may be of benefit to other, mainly developed, countries. However, academic institutions in the Region 

have the potential and the responsibility to lead the development of work in this field and to address 

problems whose solution would be of immediate benefit to the Region. 

 

 Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Nothing can be achieved without the development of an efficient system for operational 

research studies to identify, investigate, propose and implement scientific and practical interventions 

for solving problems, as well as promoting continuous development and improvement. 

 

 For reasons that are partly related to ongoing global changes, more academic institutions have 

become involved in some types of operational research to solve specific problems of mainly industrial 

interest. These studies, and the involvement of academicians, have resulted in a significant 

improvement in local drug industries. 

 

 However, areas like professional practice, patient perception of drug use, patient compliance, 

drug economics and others have received limited attention. We believe that the pharmaceutical sector 

suffers from serious problems that can be faced only by good quality operational research. To name 

but some, patterns of drug use, assurance of drug quality throughout the distribution cycle, 

bioequivalence of generic and branded generic drugs, use of local raw materials, patient compliance, 

public education, drug promotion, drug resistance and use of traditional medicine are areas that need 

to be studied using operational research. 
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 It is, therefore, important that ministries of health and academic and research institutions work 

together to identify major problem areas facing the development of the pharmaceutical sector and 

conduct appropriate operational studies to promote solutions for these problems. 

 

 This Meeting has, therefore, been organized to develop the concept of operational research in 

the Essential Drugs Programme; and to advise on priority areas and appropriate methodology for 

operational research in the area of Essential Drugs. 

 

 I understand that all of you have conducted some types of operational research. It is, 

therefore, expected that your discussions will include an exchange of experiences and will identify 

major areas for operational research in this field. 

 

 More important, we expect that this Consultation will come up with a regional plan to 

promote operational research among academic and research institutes, in close collaboration with the 

ministries of health. 

 

 I am looking forward to the outcome of your deliberations and assure you of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Regional Office’s support to strengthen national and regional activities in the area of 

operational research as a component of  national drug policy. 

 

 Finally, I would like to reiterate our thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and to you for all the preparatory work you have done for this Meeting. I wish you a successful and 

productive outcome and a pleasant stay in Teheran. 

  

 

 


