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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on this special occasion of the 10th anniversary 

of WHO’s Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA). The Centre successfully 

completed Phase I of its mission between 1985 and 1993 and, since January 1994, has begun Phase II 

enthusiastically and ambitiously. I wish to extend my deepest appreciation and thanks to the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and its Ministry of Health for hosting the Centre in Amman and to the 

Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (AGFUND) for providing the 

initial grant of US$ 1 million for the Centre’s establishment and its main activities in the first three 

years. The generous grants from the Canadian International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in 

the development of CEHA’s Regional Environmental Health Information Network (CEHANET) and 

substantial financial support by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in CEHA’s 



 2

efforts in training UNRWA staff in refugee camps and other important environmental health areas are 

acknowledged and greatly appreciated. 

 

 CEHA, during its 10 years of existence as the technical arm and information exchange unit of 

EMRO’s Environmental Health Programme, has played a crucial role in the implementation of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional Strategy for Health and Environment. As a member of the family of 

WHO’s six regional Centres for Environmental Health, CEHA has since 1985 ever more successfully 

provided technical and scientific help to Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office Member States 

towards the solution of their environmental health problems, given the limited human and financial 

resources available. The Centre has so far trained about 4500 national staff as “trainers” in the six 

technical areas of environmental health; and its goal by the year 2000 is to have trained 9000 trainers 

in the Region’s Member States. 

 

 CEHA has also proven itself as a Regional Centre in meeting the major environmental health 

concerns of the growing number of refugees in the Region, a focal point for the Region’s chemical 

and food safety activities, a clearing house and manager for Regional environmental health 

information, and a Regional support centre for GEMS/Air and Water Quality Programmes. Serious 

consideration is being given to designating the Centre as a Regional focal point for emergencies and 

disaster management as well as a Regional Health Information Centre, using global information 

networks such as the Internet for linking it with national networks. The Centre has taken a lead, with 

full support from EMRO, in developing collaboration with external support and funding agencies and 

has raised additional funds for its activities. 

 

 While the major role of the Centre is the follow-up of the recommendations of missions and 

consultations related to environmental health problems in Member States, it continues to take up new 

initiatives such as collaboration with Member States in the development of the health and 

environmental components of national plans for sustainable development; technical support in 
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establishing regional networks of Healthy Cities and Healthy Villages; the management of pesticides; 

and support for research and special studies, while strengthening and expanding its information 

services and capabilities to Member States. 

 

 As environmental health is a major concern for EMRO and a crucial factor in achieving the 

goal of Health for All by the Year 2000, it is my observation and belief that CEHA has reached the 

stage of development where it can play an important and pivotal role in achieving this goal. The 

continuous support from WHO/EMRO, its Representatives, other environmental health centres and 

WHO Headquarters has played an important role in CEHA’s success. 

 

 At this stage, I would like to urge and invite all UN agencies, international organizations and 

donors (bilateral and multilateral) within and outside the Region to join hands with CEHA to serve 

our Member States in meeting the new environmental health challenges and in promoting 

environmental health and strengthening national capabilities and programmes in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in maintaining our environment more sustainable and healthy. 

 

 In the end, I would like to express my great thanks and appreciation for all of you for being 

here today, and may God bless you. 

  

 
 

 


