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Distinguished Guests, Dear colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Khartoum for the Sixth Meeting of the Regional 

Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee of the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean/United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)/Global Environmental Facility 

(GEF)-Supported Project. I would like to extend my immense gratitude to His Excellency Mr 

Bahar Idris Abu Garda, Minister of Health, Sudan, for hosting this meeting.  

The accomplishments this Project has made since its implementation were highlighted by the 

mid-term review conducted last year. The demonstration countries have made important progress 

to date, with well-designed studies, successful roll-out of interventions, sound systems of 

epidemiological and entomological surveillance in place and promising preliminary data on cost-

effectiveness. Great strides have been made in enhancing the technical capacity through training 

on entomological surveillance. Sudan has benefited immensely from the Project with the training 

of 42 entomological assistants, the establishment of two field insectaries and the upgrade of the 

entomological laboratory with new equipment for molecular analysis. The political will to 

implement alternative vector control methods in the context of an integrated vector management 

strategy has been demonstrated by project countries through their co-funding of the project and 

through their achievements in policy development and institutional arrangements for integrated 

vector management. All eight countries concerned have undergone capacity-building to enable 
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government institutions to establish the legal framework for integrated vector management 

among national policy-makers and technical staff from key line ministries  

Progress has also been made in three priority countries (Islamic Republic of Iran, Jordan and 

Morocco) in updating persistent organic pollutant (POP) pesticide inventories. The collection 

and centralization of DDT stocks in these countries has meant the project is well on its way 

towards disposal of 120 tonnes of POP pesticides and waste. The collection, repackaging and 

disposal of POP pesticides used in public health and agriculture have been a good example of 

multi-stakeholder planning and implementation and are in line with the resolution of the WHO 

Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean (EM/RC58/R.10) on managing the use of 

public health pesticides.  

Insecticide resistance has already been observed in Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and 

Sudan. Resistance may represent the most urgent threat to the sustainability of vector control 

within this Region. The Regional Office held a consultation on management of insecticide 

resistance in September 2012. Countries discussed the problem and identified priority actions 

relating to pillars 1 and 2 of the global strategy for insecticide resistance management (GPIRM). 

Countries are expected to plan and implement insecticide resistance management strategies and 

to ensure proper and timely entomological and resistance monitoring and effective data 

management.  

The GEF Project has supported countries in building entomological capacity, which is the 

backbone that develops stronger national programmes. For example Sudan has trained more than 

70 MSc entomologists, who conduct routine monitoring at their 78 sentinel sites, allowing for 

the systematic collation, analysis and interpretation of entomological data. Similar successes 

have been observed in Yemen and Morocco. Strong efforts have been made to enhance 

capacities through Masters and Diploma courses on medical entomology and vector control (e.g. 

Gezira University/Blue Nile Institute Sudan, Health Service Academy, Islamabad, Pakistan) as 

well as through short specific training courses with some partners. I seize this opportunity to 

refer to the recent WHO/NAMRU-3 training course on insecticide resistance monitoring, held 

from 26 to 30 May 2013, supporting GEF project and non-project countries.  

Dear Committee members, 

Although the achievements mentioned above are vital foundations in demonstrating sustainable 

alternatives to DDT, some Project countries have experienced challenges such as limited 
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entomological capacity at the district level, poor reinforcement of pesticide legislation, 

intellectual drain from governmental bodies to research institutions and insufficient coordination 

between the peripheral and central governmental bodies. Despite these challenges, these Project 

countries have an immense potential to be pioneers in making innovative advances in 

establishing, testing and documenting adaptive management approaches in the context of an 

integrated vector management strategy. As you are aware the project has been extended to 2014. 

I expect in this meeting you will review the current progress each country has made and 

recommend the necessary measures to expedite the implementation of remaining Project 

activities. 

I look forward to the conclusion and recommendations of this meeting and wish you all a 

successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Khartoum and a fruitful field visit to one of the study 

sites. 


