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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you here, and avail myself of this opportunity 

to extend my sincere thanks to the Government of Jordan for hosting this Workshop and to 

His Excellency Dr Aref Bataineh, the Minister of Health, for inaugurating the Workshop. 

 

 The development of blood transfusion services in all countries of the Region and 

ensuring a supply of safe blood, blood components and blood products has always been of 

great concern to the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office. To support such development, a 

series of very successful intercountry workshops, covering different aspects of transfusion 

medicine, has been conducted in Amman, Jordan. The intercountry workshops have in turn 

stimulated participants to conduct national workshops and training courses in their own 

countries, using material and knowledge gained from their participation. 
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 No development can be  expected without taking into account training of personnel. 

For this reason, the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office is giving priority to training 

personnel from blood transfusion services and supporting it by all possible means. One of the 

main regional achievements in the field of blood transfusion is the establishment of two 

regional centres for blood transfusion training, one in Amman and the other in Tunis. These 

two centres have already contributed and continue to contribute to the development process. 

 

 Today we are embarking on another approach for training the trainers using distance 

learning materials on safe blood and blood products. It is worthwhile mentioning that the 

Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office has supported this initiative  from the very beginning. 

The distance education approach will be unfamiliar to many trainers and training institutions: 

it is not meant to replace other training methods, but rather to be used in conjunction with 

regular and in-service training programmes. This will contribute to training of staff 

responsible for blood transfusion safety and thus help to ensure provision of safe and 

adequate supplies of blood and blood products. 

 

 This interactive approach of distance learning offers a number of additional 

advantages. It is more cost-effective, as training is undertaken by trainees while in the 

workplace without disruption of services. An increased number of staff can be trained; and 

slower learners have an opportunity to spread their study over a longer period. 

 

 Great hopes are placed on the outcome of this Workshop. Using the distance learning 

package, you will be responsible for organizing and sustaining distance learning systems and 

to become the trainers of trainees in your own countries. I am looking forward to the outcome 

of the application of this approach and its impact on further development of blood transfusion 

services in countries of our Region. 
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 I wish you every success and a very pleasant stay in Amman. 

 

 


