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include seasonal influenza in the notifiable disease lists and do not have national influenza 

programmes, policies and immunization schedules. There is good evidence that the majority of 

morbidity due to influenza and the severe outcomes of the disease are preventable or could be 

minimized. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In 2010, WHO conducted a Global Influenza Vaccine Survey. One of the objectives of this 

survey was to understand the seasonal influenza vaccination policies in place. The study showed 

that only 33% (7 out of 22) of the countries in the Region had national seasonal influenza 

immunization policies. It also showed that only 11% of the countries recommend seasonal 

influenza vaccination in children and 22% in adults. 

One of the main reasons for the low utilization of seasonal influenza vaccine is the absence 

of evidence of the health and socioeconomic burden of seasonal influenza in the Region, in part 

because of the difficulties in estimation of the burden of disease. 

Dear colleagues, 

I am pleased to inform you that the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has 

developed a simple tool which will assist the countries of the Region to generate the evidence 

required for setting national policies and developing operational plans for influenza prevention and 

control. Developed in collaboration with colleagues in WHO headquarters, academia and 

experienced field epidemiologists, the tool will provide important evidence for establishing and/or 

strengthening national influenza programmes and prioritizing available resources when they are 

limited and hard to access. 

You will be introduced to the tool, and will also discuss how to use it, how to interpret the 

data, and how to translate the burden of influenza into policies and action. 

The Regional Office will support countries in applying the tool and establishing national 

influenza programmes at the country level. 

I wish you all the success with this important meeting. 


