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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I address you today at this momentous event, the launch of 

the third Vaccination Week in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and the First World 

Immunization Week.  

I am grateful to the Government of Yemen for hosting this ceremony, and I wish to 

express my deep thanks and appreciation to His Excellency, the President of Yemen, who has 

kindly agreed to be the patron of this major event, and to His Excellency the Prime Minister 

of Yemen and His Excellency the Minister of Public Health and Population for supporting 

and attending this event and advocating for the well-being of people in our region. 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Immunization is one of the most reliable, cost-effective and safe public health 

interventions. Vaccines continue to have a tremendous impact on public health, saving millions 

of lives each year. Smallpox eradication, the great progress towards poliomyelitis eradication, 

the significant reduction in measles morbidity and mortality and the drastic reduction of 

Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib) disease in countries that have introduced the vaccine 

provide clear evidence of this. 

In the past 4 decades, and since we adopted the regional vision that "No child should 

die from vaccine-preventable diseases", we have made great progress in reducing illnesses 

and deaths. In 2010, and for the first time, the Region reported vaccination coverage for these 
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diseases of over 90 per cent. This means that more people than ever before are being reached 

with immunization. In addition, 20 countries have maintained their polio-free status. 

Morbidity and mortality due to measles has fallen significantly in all countries. The benefits 

of immunization are increasingly being extended to adolescents and adults, providing 

protection against life-threatening diseases such as influenza, meningitis and even some 

cancers that occur in adulthood.  

And an increasing number of countries, are introducing new and under-utilized 

vaccines. In this connection, I am pleased to congratulate Yemen on its achievements in 

immunization. Yemen is among the few countries that have introduced all the life-saving new 

vaccines. Today, while we celebrate the regional vaccination week, we are also launching the 

introduction of rotavirus vaccine in Yemen. This vaccine can prevent one of the leading 

causes of deaths among children – diarrhoea. I congratulate Yemen for its distinguished 

leadership in this. 

However, despite the considerable progress in the Region, around 1.5 million infants 

were not reached with routine immunization in the Region in 2010. The target of measles 

elimination by 2010 was not achieved and outbreaks of measles affected several countries. 

Introduction of new vaccines is delayed in some countries. More needs to be done if, as a 

Region, we are to achieve the United Nations Millennium Development Goal 4, which is 

aimed at reducing child mortality.  

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Three years ago, the regional vaccination week initiative was launched with the 

participation of countries in the Region. This year, all WHO regions are celebrating the first 

World Immunization Week and nearly 200 countries and areas are celebrating this event. 

This sends a clear message about the importance and value of immunization in reducing 

illnesses and improving lives. I am proud that all the countries of this Region are participating 

this year, signalling that immunization is a regional and national priority. 

The goal of the Vaccination Week initiative is to help protect more people against 

vaccine-preventable diseases through innovative solutions, in which advocacy, education and 

communication play a central role.  During Vaccination Week, a variety of activities will be 

carried out by the countries, including workshops, training sessions, social mobilization, 

round table discussions, exhibitions and media events, addressing a wide range of vaccine-

related issues. As well, there will be additional vaccination services, such as tracking of 
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unvaccinated people, large-scale vaccination campaigns and Child Health Days to deliver an 

integrated package of life-saving health interventions. Everyone has a stake in the well-being 

of his or her community, and during this week we will build and expand relations with all 

stakeholders, including parents and other caretakers, national authorities and decision-

makers, health care workers, private and public entities, and the media.  

In 2012, Vaccination Week in the Eastern Mediterranean Region will highlight the 

importance of achieving equity by reaching every community with vaccination. This is 

essential if Millennium Development Goal 4 on reducing child mortality is to be equitably 

met. This event is an opportunity that can be built on to bridge immunization gaps, introduce 

and expand the use of new vaccines, prevent and respond to vaccine-preventable diseases in 

outbreaks and humanitarian crises, and achieve regional and national goals for accelerated 

disease control, elimination and eradication. We must communicate the value of 

immunization loudly and clearly. We must reach the poor and the rich, the urban and the 

rural, the educated and the illiterate, the mother and the father, the front-line health worker 

and the decision-maker, television, print, internet and radio. We must ensure that accurate 

information about immunization fills the airwaves and reaches every one and every 

community. We must join hands in order to achieve the goals. 

Let us use Vaccination Week as an opportunity to revive political commitment to 

immunization programmes and to increase public awareness of the importance of 

immunization. It is my firm belief that our continued collaboration will make this initiative a 

success. With one voice and through our collective efforts, we can ensure that all people, 

young and old, heed the message that “vaccination is the obvious choice.”  

 

  


