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Dear Colleagues, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to be with you today to welcome you all to this intercountry meeting 
on strengthening of surveillance and response capacities under the International Health 
Regulations 2005.  I would like to take this opportunity to extend my deep appreciation to the 
Government of Lebanon for hosting such an important meeting. My appreciation also goes to 
our partners, such as NAMRU-3 and regional and global networks, who, I am sure, will 
continue to support WHO in building and sustaining the surveillance and response capacities 
required by the Regulations.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Articles 5 and 13 of the International Health Regulations (2005) mandate each State 
Party to develop, strengthen and maintain the capacity to detect, assess, notify, report and 
respond promptly and effectively to the public health risks and events and public health 
emergencies of international concern, which include potential hazards other than 
communicable disease. Annex 1 of the Regulations deals with core capacity requirements. 
States Parties are required to utilize existing national structures and resources to meet their 
core capacity requirements under these Regulations, including their surveillance, reporting, 
notification, verification, response and collaboration activities, including at the local or 
community level, and their activities concerning designated airports, ports and ground 
crossings. 
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At the national level, capacities should be strengthened to assess all reports of urgent 
events within 48 hours; and to notify WHO immediately through the National IHR Focal 
Point when the assessment indicates the event is notifiable. Capacities related to public health 
response also need strengthening. The Regional Office has established a regional team of 
experts composed of specialized staff in the fields related to the core capacities to support 
countries in detection, notification and response to public health events that might be of 
national and international concern. 

Dear Colleagues, 

 In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 17 countries responded to the IHR monitoring 
questionnaire for 2011. Djibouti, Pakistan, Palestine, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen did 
not respond to this questionnaire. The results showed gaps and weaknesses in capacities 
related to surveillance, response, preparedness, risk communication, laboratories and points 
of entry. In addition, weaknesses in core capacities related to other potential hazards, such as 
zoonotic events, food safety, chemical events and radiation emergencies, were reported.   

Countries may request extension for an additional of two years to meet the 
requirements. This should be an opportunity to continue improving and building capacities 
and at the same time to sustain those achieved so far. Any request for extension should be 
submitted by 15 June 2012, together with a detailed plan of action or set of plans of action. 
Subsequently, WHO will map all the needs, and a plan for resource mobilization and 
provision of technical support will be put in place to support countries in meeting the 
requirements by 15 June 2014.  

The Regional Office will be working closely with all countries, and especially those 
that did not respond to the IHR monitoring questionnaire, to make sure that a realistic and 
practical decision will be taken by 15 June 2012 with regard to compliance with the existing 
deadline.  

Distinguished guests, 

The objectives of this meeting are to: 

• identify the main gaps in surveillance and response capacities; 
• identify appropriate mechanisms and solutions to address the gaps; and 
• propose an outline for a framework on potential contribution of global and regional 

networks in building surveillance and response capacities.  

I have no doubt that your discussions will help all of us in establishing a way forward 
with regard to strengthening core capacities, drawing up a regional picture of what the 
situation will be by 15 June 2012, and proceeding during the extension period. This extension 
period should be regarded as an opportunity for countries to improve national core capacity. 
National IHR focal points have an important role to play in ensuring that decision-makers and 
policy-makers recognize the importance of the Regulations in strengthening public health 
interventions during any emergency or event that might be of international concern.   
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WHO is always ready to support countries in all activities related to implementation 
of the International Health Regulations.  I would like to ask all of you to make the most of 
this meeting, and to engage in sound discussions and transparent exchange of ideas. This will 
enhance all our preparedness for public health events that might be of international concern in 
the Region.  

I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in your second home country, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

Thank you.  


