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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear 

Colleagues, 

I am pleased to welcome you to the Regional Workshop on the Global Analysis and 

Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) 2011–2012 which is being convened 

by the WHO Centre for Environmental Health Activities jointly with WHO headquarters and 

the Regional Office.   

The Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS) is a 

UN-Water initiative, implemented by WHO, to monitor, at the global level, the delivery of 

sanitation and drinking-water services. Specifically, the assessment addresses the nature and 

impact of government policies and institutions, the investments in terms of financial and 

human resources, the volume and contribution of foreign assistance, and the relative 

influence of all these factors on sector performance.  
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In 2008, UN-Water, working with the WHO and other partners, published a pilot 

report aimed at providing a comprehensive overview of the determining factors that are 

constraining or enabling progress towards meeting the MDG target for sanitation and 

drinking-water.  The 2008 pilot report was followed by a more comprehensive data collection 

and analysis effort in 2009, leading to the first full GLAAS report published on 21 April 2010 

with the participation of two countries from the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

The publication of the next GLAAS report is scheduled for March 2012 with 

participation of eight countries of the Region, in time to inform the second Sanitation and 

Water for All high-level meeting of ministers of finance and ministers of development 

cooperation in April 2012, during the World Bank/International Monetary Fund spring 

meetings.  

By participating in GLAAS, Member States will have compiled the relevant 

nationally-approved country information related to drinking-water and sanitation status that 

they need to build a concise dialogue on the sector needs in each country. The GLAAS 

process in itself enhances maximizing the opportunities for collaboration and synergy with 

regional initiatives and events and with the activities of other regions. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The first GLAAS application in the Eastern Mediterranean Region was piloted in 

three countries of which two, namely Morocco and Oman, completed the GLAAS reporting 

requirements.  In May 2011, all countries of the Region were invited through their respective 

WHO country offices to participate in the 2012 GLAAS, and eight countries elected to 

participate. To facilitate implementation of GLAAS 2012 within the participating Member 

States, a workshop for GLAAS teams was convened in Amman in July 2011.  The Amman 
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workshop introduced the GLAAS process and questionnaires to the national teams in 

participating Member States and developed a clear approach and timeline for implementation. 

This regional GLAAS workshop is convened upon the completion of the GLAAS 

processes in the participating Member States with the following objectives: 

• to review the experience gained in completing the country surveys;  

• to review the country reports; 

• to broaden participation in the coming GLAAS cycles; and  

• to pave the way for partnership-building towards scaling up the GLAAS application 

within the Region. 

Donor agencies participating in this initiative and the workshop will be encouraged to 

participate in the next Sanitation and Water for All high-level meeting of finance ministers 

scheduled for April 2012. 

We look forward to collaboration and partnership with the relevant stakeholders and 

donors in the Region. I wish you all a very productive and successful workshop, a happy and 

pleasant stay in Cairo and a safe journey home. 

 

  


