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Your Excellency  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to join you in the opening ceremony of this regional workshop for 

strengthening and integrating primary ear and hearing care within primary health care and the 

health system here in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The workshop is jointly organized by WHO, King 

Saud University and the Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia. 

 WHO estimates that worldwide at least 642 million people are affected by some 

degree of hearing loss, of whom around 278 million people are affected by moderate bilateral 

hearing loss or worse. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, there are no population-based 

data on hearing loss. It is estimated that around 38 million people in the Region have bilateral 

hearing loss. Two-thirds of these people are in developing countries and most would benefit 

from hearing aids.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In support of this issue, in 1995 the World Health Assembly adopted resolution 

WHA48.9 on the prevention of hearing impairment as a public health problem, noting that 

any degree of hearing impairment in infants or children constitutes an obstacle to optimal 

development and education, including language acquisition, and requesting Member States to 

develop national plans for the prevention and control of major causes of avoidable hearing 
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loss. A major step for minimizing the burden of hearing impairment is early detection in 

babies, toddlers and children, within the framework of primary health care.  

Providing diagnostic procedures with appropriate professional education and 

affordable hearing aids services worldwide is the most effective and cost-effective way of 

making a major reduction to the burden of hearing impairment.  

 It has been observed that early detection and treatment of common hearing 

impairment diseases through school, community and primary health care within the health 

system can have a tremendous impact on improving ear and hearing care in this Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In an effort to enhance ear and hearing care in the Region, WHO organized a regional 

consultation on establishing guidelines on the management and care of hearing loss, in the 

Regional Office in Cairo in June 2007. The Regional Office is in the process of translating 

into Arabic the primary ear and hearing care training resource, which can be used in 

community and primary health care.             

 I would like to thank Kind Saud University and the Ministry of Health Saudi Arabia 

for the improvement of ear and hearing care delivery in Saudi Arabia. I would also like to 

note to the progress of ear and hearing care in Egypt, Jordan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Oman 

and Qatar.  Hearing aids are costly and not affordable in many Member States in the Region. 

We need to work together to make them available and affordable to people. 

 It is in an effort to improve and strengthen ear and hearing care activities in the 

Region, and within the context of renewal of primary health care, that the Regional Office is 

organizing this regional workshop for strengthening and integrating primary ear and hearing 

care within primary health care. I hope that you will develop an action plan that can be 

implemented in Member States to advance the ear and hearing care programme through using 

the training resource. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank Professor Mohamed Al-Shehri, Vice Rector for Health Specialties, 

King Saud University, for his generous support for the workshop. Special thanks goes to 

Professor Serag Zakzouk for his contribution in the ear and hearing care programme in Saudi 

Arabia. Also, I give my special thanks to all those present with us today, particularly the national 
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coordinators of ministries, health experts and nongovernmental organizations working in 

collaboration with WHO to advance ear and hearing care activities.   

I would like to assure you all of our continued collaboration and wish you a successful 

workshop. 

Thank you. 


