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Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished professors and colleagues, 

I am pleased to be with you today, and to welcome you to this important consultative 

meeting. On behalf of myself and the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude to the Ministry of Public Health of 

Lebanon for hosting this meeting in Beirut. 

Dear colleagues,  

We are living in a rapidly changing environment. Disease epidemics are easily spread 

from one corner of the world to the other in less than 24 hours, thanks to fast planes and 

increasing international travel and trade. New infections emerge due to changes in the 

environment and lifestyle, and shifts in farming practices; the scope of people’s demands is 

changing as they have more access to health information that shapes their expectations. 

Social media is becoming more and more integrated in our lives as an important medium 

for dissemination of information. Despite the fact that such media have enormous potential 

for social mobilization and political change, there is no guarantee of positive results. 

Health care managers are thus faced with complex questions that require the 

availability of certain information to respond, for example the size of the population with a 

specific disease. As some infections can spread from one corner of the globe to the other in 
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a very short period of time, health managers must be able to prioritize services without 

violating the rights of the affected populations, and develop rights-based public health 

policies and strategies, among other competencies. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Epidemiology in its classical definition is the study of the occurrence and distribution 

of health-related states or events in specific populations, including the study of the 

determinants influencing such states, and the application of this knowledge to the control of  

health problems.  

Since its inception, epidemiology as a scientific discipline has been used to identify 

the causes of health related events, mainly outbreaks of communicable diseases, in 

populations. However, this discipline has not been immune from change. During the past 70 

years the concern has been broadened and now encompasses much more than a branch of 

medicine dealing with epidemics.  

The ongoing evolution of health care administration and increasing involvement of 

health workers in public health management mandates the application of contemporary 

epidemiology and additional principles and applications that will affect planning, 

marketing, quality control and policy formulation, which are fully dependent on 

epidemiologic data. 

Dear colleagues, 

This consultation intends to provide an outline and way forward for applying 

contemporary epidemiological principles and tools in public health management by health 

care providers in this Region. We count on your knowledge and invaluable experience to 

achieve this objective. We hope to come out with an outline containing the principles and 

tools that will assist health care workers in applying epidemiological methods and 

principles in their day-to day work. 

I wish you all the success with this important consultation. 


