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RD’s speaking note for 35th meeting of the Regional Consultative 
Committee, 20 and 21 April 2011 
 
 

• Welcoming the members of RCC for attending this meeting despite heavy 
schedules 
 

• Would like to thank RCC members for valuable contribution to the technical 
papers presented to them during the last session. I am pleased to inform the 
members that all their comments and recommendations were accommodated in 
revising those papers and all papers were presented to 57th session of the RC 
and proposed recommendations were all endorsed.   

 
• Noting with concern the prevailing situation in the region with respect to 

turbulences in several countries. Achievements made in Tunisia and Egypt to be 
congratulated and we hope for evermore stability and stronger collaboration with 
new governments. The situation is particularly unsettling in Libya, Yemen and 
other countries.  There has been call to international community and donors for 
scaling up the support and most importantly call to ensure humanitarian corridors 
to provide access to basic needs and services to the most vulnerable.  Medical 
personnel and equipment, medicine, surgical kits, ventilators, sterilization 
equipment and water purification units are among the priority needs.  
 

•  Noting also with concern the impact of financial crisis and its adverse influence 
on financing priority programmes. Different measures have been taken to 
address the financial crisis, including efficiency targets, freezing new 
recruitments, and vulnerability assessments. There is evidence that some 
donors are shifting to bilateral rather than multilateral support to countries. There 
is an urgent need to strengthen joint resource mobilization approaches, reduce 
separate funding agreements, reduce earmarking to specific areas, and improve 
reporting to donors.  The DG will report to the forthcoming WHA to seek 
guidance on the subject. In her paper she is proposing a planning framework 
which sets out two phases of reform in WHO and defines the outputs and 
deliverables of each phase and indicates a timeline for the overall process. 
Efficiency measures are undertaken in EMRO to bring down the cost including 
freeze in some recruitments, cuts in travel and meetings cost, and cuts in 
running cost of offices.  
 

• For this session of RCC we are going to review five technical papers as 
following. All these technical papers after your kind review and incorporation of 
all comments will be presented to the upcoming Regional Committee in October:  
 
 

• The first technical paper is on Dengue – A rapidly expanding emerging 
disease in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and call for urgent 
interventions. Dengue fever is the most prevalent arboviral infection worldwide; 
up to 40% of the world population is living in endemic regions. About two-thirds 
of the world's populations live in areas infested with dengue vectors and about 
two fifths of the world's populations are currently at risk of getting the disease. 
This paper identifies specific areas for short, medium and longer-term capacities 
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needed for reducing the threat of this emerging disease, strengthening core 
capacities required for effective preparedness planning, detecting, 
characterizing, containing and controlling which threatens national, regional and 
global health security; especially the role of productive partnerships. There is 
need to emphasize the importance of self-reliant, sustainable, multisectoral 
community-based interventions. Legislative support is essential for the success 
of dengue control programs. WHO/EMRO should continue providing technical 
support to all Member States. 
 

• The second technical paper is on Scaling up immunization programmes in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Region to meet the Global, Regional and 
National Targets.  The past few years have witnessed remarkable improvement 
in the routine vaccination coverage in several countries of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region. Despite that, around 1.9 million infants didn’t receive 
their third dose of DTP (DTP3) in 2009 and the number of children who were not 
fully vaccinated as per the national schedule is higher. There are several 
challenges facing scaling up immunization programmes in the EMR, in particular, 
the inadequacy of the structure and managerial capacity of the immunization 
programmes and the need for stronger programme capacity at the central and 
peripheral levels, The relatively low government allocations for immunization 
programmes and the inadequate financial resources needed to meet the 
evolving demands of EPI, including,  introducing the costly , yet cost effective 
new vaccines as well as implementing the measles elimination strategy. In 
addition, the current vaccine procurement and regulation system in several 
countries is not adequate and there is a need for stronger mechanisms that 
ensure vaccine quality and security. The purpose of this paper is to highlight the 
important role that vaccination could play in reducing morbidity and mortality of 
communicable diseases among children and, hence, greatly helping achieve the 
target of MDG4 in countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region.  
 

• The third technical paper is on Strategic directions for research for health 
and scaling up in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Globally, research for 
health is sometime considered a “luxury”, thus at risk of financial cuts when 
countries are stressed. The economic importance of research for health is 
evident, as it is considered an essential investment in the health field. The 
Eastern Mediterranean Region is undergoing a transitional phase, characterized 
by political, social, economic, demographic and health changes as well as a 
number of emergencies, both natural and man-made, coupled with people’s 
movement demanding higher involvement in decisions for services. Low and 
middle-income countries are facing a double burden of disease, characterized by 
rise in the burden of non-communicable diseases and injuries with a persisting 
burden of communicable diseases and malnutrition.  This paper sets out a 
renewed strategic direction for the Eastern Mediterranean Region in the support 
for, and the utilization of, research to improve health through utilizing the 
evidence to align with continued challenges in the Region.   
 

• The fourth technical paper is on Human resources for health in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region and time for concentrated action. Human resources 
for health (HRH) are increasingly appreciated as the single most critical asset for 
health systems. Research has shown the positive correlation between the 
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density of health workers and improvement of population health outcomes. 
There is a favourable global environment to address HRH shortcomings which 
emanates from the increasing recognition of the importance of health workers as 
major drivers for health systems and for improving population health outcomes. 
The purpose of this paper is to lay the foundation for a concerted action for HRH 
development in the EMR countries over the next six years (2012-2018). The 
paper outlines a framework for strategic directions to achieve a comprehensive 
and tangible development of HRH in the region through adoption of a package of 
integrated interventions which have documented effectiveness in the EMR 
countries. A more detailed HRH analysis together with elaborated description of 
strategies, targets and tools is outside the scope of this paper.    
 

• The final technical paper for the review of RCC members is on Mental health 
and substance abuse strategy for the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
Mental health and its problems are a public health issue inextricably linked to 
quality of life, productivity and social capital. Mental, Neurological and Substance 
use disorders are universal, affecting all social groups and ages, contributing to 
14% and 12 % of the  burden of disease globally and regionally respectively. The 
WHA resolution (WHA 55.10) calls on member states to provide support to the 
WHO's global action programme for mental health. The paper provides a review 
of the epidemiological evidence highlighting the burden of mental, neurological 
and substance use disorders, followed by analysis of the response of mental 
health systems of member states. In light of the review of burden and system 
response, Challenges and opportunities are identified and the Components of 
Regional Strategy are elaborated to address the challenges and maximize the 
opportunities. The components of the Regional strategy  and actions suggested 
in the paper provide a foundation for development of national strategies and 
action plans . 
  

• Wishing all a successful meeting and looking forward to the valuable 
elaborations and advice on these important technical topics which will be 
presented to the next Regional Committee.



 

 


