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routine immunization coverage. Improving routine child vaccination in order to increase 

vaccination coverage is a high priority in Yemen. Since 2004 acceleration activities have 

been conducted and this has resulted in overall improvement in vaccination coverage.   

There was a slight decrease in routine immunization coverage in Yemen in the past two 

years due to access problems in some areas. However, I am convinced that, with the high 

commitment of the Ministry of Public Health and Population, the immunization programme 

will continue to build a sustainable system and to consolidate the achievements in routine 

immunization coverage. 

Dear Colleagues, 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region there is still an important proportion of mortality 

––around 25%––due to vaccine-preventable diseases among children aged 1 month to 59 

months. These deaths are mainly due to pneumonia and diarrhoeal disease and they occur 

despite the existence and availability of potent and safe vaccines to prevent them. 

In Yemen, 7% of deaths among children in this age group are attributed to 

Streptococcus pneumoniae, according to WHO estimates in 2000. It is true that the vaccines 

are relatively high in cost. However, they are cost-effective, both in relation to their life-

saving impact and to the savings to the health system for treatment and care. We should not 

miss any opportunity to advocate in all important health forums for the introduction of such 

new and under-used vaccines in our region. 

Yemen is among 17 countries in the Region which have already introduced the Hib 

vaccine. Today I am delighted to attend this launch ceremony celebrating the introduction of 

pneumococcal vaccine into the national immunization programmme in Yemen, with the 

technical support of WHO and UNICEF. In addition to this success, I would like also to 

commend the decision taken by the national immunization programme to apply to the GAVI 

Alliance for support to introduce rotavirus vaccine.  

It is clear that the financial support that the GAVI Alliance is providing to countries is a 

good opportunity to introduce new vaccines, such as the pneumococcal vaccine. But it also 

helps to improve the access to and utilization of quality immunization services. I am very 

thankful to the GAVI Alliance for this important contribution and would like to take this 

opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation for their continued support and commitment to 

the immunization programme in the Region. I am also grateful to the Ministry of Public 
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Health and Population of Yemen for taking advantage of this support in strengthening 

immunization services and allowing the children of Yemen to benefit from the available 

vaccines. 

I would like to conclude by extending my sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Health 

for its leadership and commitment, and to all the partners for their contribution to this 

important event, which will pave the way for reducing child mortality further. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 
 


