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Distinguished Guests,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the launch of the second Vaccination Week in 

the Eastern Mediterranean. I would like to welcome all the partners represented today and 

thank them for their support. I would also like to take this opportunity to request further 

collaboration to support strengthening all immunization programmes in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Despite the progress of the Expanded Programme on Immunization in the Region, in 

2008 an estimated 1.3 million children under the age of five years died in the Region. One 

out of five of these deaths occurred because of pneumonia or diarrhoeal diseases, which can 

be largely prevented with newly available and safe vaccines. However, the introduction of 

these vaccines into national immunization schedules has been slow, mainly because of lack of 

awareness of disease burden and of the cost-effectiveness of these vaccines. In addition, in 

2010, at least 1.5 million infants, or 4000 infants per day, did not complete the basic 

immunization schedule of the first year of life in their countries. Moreover, the Region 

continues to face persistent challenges in efforts to reach targets such as the eradication of 

polio and elimination of measles and maternal and neonatal tetanus. Undoubtedly, difficult 

and emergency situations, varying technical and managerial capacity at the national level, 

competing priorities and inadequate ownership, and insufficient government financial 
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commitment have hindered our progress towards national and regional targets. Vaccination 

Week represents an opportunity to help overcome these challenges. Through innovation and 

combined advocacy, education and communication activities, the Vaccination Week initiative 

aims at raising awareness, increasing vaccine utilization, mobilizing resources and securing 

strong political support for immunization programmes.  

Dear Guests, 

Once again, I welcome you all and I ask you, as partners, to spare no effort in 

supporting immunization programmes in the Region, and to always remember that 

vaccination is the obvious choice. 

Thank you 


