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Ladies and Gentlemen, Honourable Colleagues, Distinguished Guests.  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this important workshop on principles of 

biosafety in influenza laboratories. I would like to start by extending our thanks to the Government of 

Morocco and to Her Excellency the Minister of Health for hosting and supporting this workshop.  

This workshop will build and strengthen influenza laboratory biosafety and biosecurity capacity 

and the practices necessary to safely handle highly pathogenic avian and pandemic influenza 

specimens and isolates in biosafety level 2 (BSL2) laboratories. The differences between BSL2 and 

BSL3 laboratories will be discussed and demonstrated, thanks to the invitation to do so by Pasteur 

Institute. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The training in this workshop will focus on: biorisk assessment, and mitigation; ways to provide 

effective technical expertise in situations involving potentially hazardous biological materials; the 

various phases and requirements for properly establishing, operating and maintaining BSL3 

laboratories in handling and working with dangerous human and/or animal pathogens; a BSL3 

roadmap for decision-makers; good laboratory practices including: how to choose biosafety cabinets, 

directional airflow, decontamination and waste handling, access control personnel, incident response 

and programme management,  as well as existing international standards and guidance on the subject. 

The involvement of the directors of influenza and virology laboratories, as well as laboratory 

technical staff members, of the participating countries will certainly facilitate the achievement of our 

objectives. 

I would like to thank the State Department of the Untied States of America for their generous 

grant to make this workshop a reality, and to also thank them for supporting the facilitation of the 
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workshop through their “Sandia” laboratories. I would also like to thank our partners NAMRU-3, a 

WHO collaborating centre, for their participation and for facilitating the workshop. Finally I would 

like to thank Pasteur Institute and its administration again, for hosting our team and providing a 

practical overview of their BSL2 and BSL3 laboratories. 

I wish you a pleasant stay in this beautiful country and look forward to your discussions and 

recommendations. 

Thank you 


