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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is indeed an honour to be with you in this important workshop, where the representatives of 

nongovernmental partner organizations for the Framework Convention Alliance and government 

officials will work together to share experiences and develop a joint policy advocacy framework to 

support implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) at 

national level. 

The WHO FCTC has provided solid ground to move forward with tobacco control efforts 

globally. Many Member States in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region have responded very 

actively and have taken some very important steps in the right direction. The nongovernmental 

organizations throughout the Region have always actively supported the processes. In partnership 

with Framework Convention Alliance members, the nongovernmental organizations have been 

instrumental in developing the treaty and, now, in its implementation.  

The importance of civil society organizations has also been well recognized in the FCTC itself. 

They are among the essential partners to achieve the objectives of the Convention. At international 

level, nongovernmental organizations are continuing to support development of international 

guidelines and protocols to elaborate the FCTC. At the regional and national level, nongovernmental 

organizations have played an important role in raising a public voice and guiding the governments to 

implement laws in line with the FCTC requirements.  

I would like to highlight the role that the Framework Convention Alliance has played in the 

FCTC development and implementation process. As an active partner to WHO to support civil 
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society’s role, the Alliance ensured the engagement of nongovernmental organizations from the 

Region in the FCTC development and implementation process. Jointly we have organized regular 

capacity-building workshops and orientation sessions on pictorial health warnings, 100% smoke-free 

policy implementation, and illicit trade research during the last three years. With the support of the 

Framework Convention Alliance Regional Office, nongovernmental organizations have always been 

part of regional discussions on implementing FCTC obligations. The Alliance has supported 

nongovernmental organizations representation in regional and international consultations on the illicit 

trade protocol.  

Colleagues, 

We are approaching the sixth anniversary of the FCTC. Over these six years, we have achieved 

many important successes throughout the Region. Many Member States of the Region have very 

actively developed and promulgated national laws to implement the requirements of the FCTC. Great 

progress has been made in the areas of smoke-free policies, pictorial health warnings, and banning of 

advertisements. These developments have only been possible with the tremendous support and 

activation of nongovernmental organizations led by the Framework Convention Alliance Regional 

Office at the national level. However, in my view, this is just the beginning. Through sustained and 

continued collaboration we will be able to translate every article in the FCTC into real action.  

We would like to hear from you in this workshop, nongovernmental organizations and 

Ministries of Health together, on how we can further support tobacco control at country level through 

networking with nongovernmental organizations in the Region, especially with regard to the FCTC 

Articles 6, 8 and 14. This will come in discussion during the next two days. We need to suggest 

practical steps that civil society can take to support implementation of taxation policies to reduce 

tobacco consumption. In the area of implementing 100% smoke-free policies, civil society is the 

main mechanism to monitor and ensure proper implementation of smoke-free laws. Along with 

protecting the rights of non-smokers, we need to find ways to support smokers willing to quit. 

Nongovernmental organizations can provide support for model cessation training, and projects like 

model quit lines can be a starting point in this regard. 

I sincerely hope that this forum of government officials, civil society and international experts 

will help to identify realistic steps forward for the role that civil society can play to implement these 

important provisions of WHO FCTC in collaboration with governments. I thank the Framework 

Convention Alliance Regional Office for organizing this workshop. The involvement of 

nongovernmental organizations in tobacco control has doubled, if not tripled, following the wise step 
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of setting up a regional office for the Alliance in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. This is clearly 

evident in the establishment of three national alliances in Egypt, Jordan and, now, in Lebanon. 

I wish all the participants fruitful outcomes of the workshop. 


