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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome to you to this intercountry training course on tuberculosis 

infection control. I would like to thank our colleagues from WHO headquarters for their interest 

and support in holding this important training event in the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean.  

Tuberculosis transmission in community, as well as health care, facilities and in other 

congregational settings is a major challenge to tuberculosis control and public health. The first 

step to cutting the transmission channels is early detection through proper management of 

suspected cases, and early treatment of detected cases. The case finding and case holding 

activities of the national tuberculosis programmes are essential in reducing tuberculosis 

transmission. However, this does not exclude the need to establish a standardized infection 

control protocol for tuberculosis.  

Infection control is a component of the Stop TB strategy to strengthen health systems and it 

is also important in the management of multidrug-resistant cases and tuberculosis/HIV co-

infection. It consists of a combination of measures aimed at minimizing the risk of tuberculosis 

transmission. The selection of the best combination of control measures is based on detailed 

assessment, and informed by local programmatic, climatic and socioeconomic conditions. 

However, only a few countries, globally and in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, have 

developed strategies to implement tuberculosis infection control interventions. To date, many 
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countries in the Region lack the institutional capacity to address tuberculosis infection control 

and to implement infection control measures.  

The WHO policy on tuberculosis infection control (2009) provides guidance to countries 

on what to do and how to prioritize the elements of infection control. All facilities, public and 

private, caring for patients or people with symptoms of tuberculosis should implement infection 

control measures. These should complement general infection control efforts and those targeting 

other airborne infections.  

This intercountry training for tuberculosis infection control is a response to the countries’ 

needs for scaling up capacity of national tuberculosis programme and other Ministry of Health 

staff in that field. It aims to familiarize the participants with the WHO policy for tuberculosis 

infection control, and to provide specific knowledge and skills about the prevention of 

tuberculosis transmission to national tuberculosis programme staff at the national or sub-national 

level, and other central level staff responsible for planning, organizing, implementing and 

evaluating infection control activities. Additionally, the training will support the development of 

national tuberculosis infection control action plans for the participating countries.  

After the training, the participants are expected to: 1) have technical and programmatic 

knowledge about tuberculosis infection control in line with the WHO policy; and 2) the 

necessary skills to conduct a health facility tuberculosis infection control assessment and develop 

national level tuberculosis infection control action plans  

I would like here to underline that the real success of the training will be measured by the 

implementation of infection control for tuberculosis as planned. 

I wish you all success in the course and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


