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Region continues to face prominent challenges such as the interruption of polio transmission, 

and the elimination of measles and maternal and neonatal tetanus.  Moreover, vaccine-

preventable diseases continue to contribute to 20% of under-five deaths. The majority of the 

vaccine-preventable diseases are due to pneumococcal disease and rotavirus diarrhea, which 

can be prevented through vaccination with newly available vaccines.    

Dear colleagues, 

Overcoming the challenges facing the un-immunized children, achieving the target set 

and introducing the new lifesaving vaccines into national immunization programmes require 

innovative approaches and a combination of advocacy, education and communication 

solutions will definitely be instrumental.  In addition, in this age of globalization, it is 

imperative that we address and neutralize ongoing misinformation, rumours and 

misperceptions related to vaccines, and work harder to increase demand and utilization of 

immunization services, ensure appropriate allocation of resources and strengthen and expand 

partnerships.  

Accordingly, for the 2011 Vaccination Week, we should further expand and formalize 

relationships, explore possibilities for innovative financing, work across national borders, 

engage and collaborate with communities, media and the private sector and maintain 

immunization high on the agenda of policy- and decision-makers.  

Moving forward, the Regional Office anticipates similar country commitment and 

leadership in 2011 with the involvement of key partners such as UNICEF, Gates Foundation, 

CDC, nongovernmental organizations, media and the private sector.  During the course of 

this briefing, you will hear more about partnership in immunization and you will learn more 

about communication for immunization. 

It is my firm belief that as a region, with one voice and through our collective efforts, 

we can ensure that all people, young and old, are protected against vaccination-preventable 

diseases. We must continue to work together with all partners for immunization, because 

vaccination is the obvious choice. 


