
Mr Cha

Health R

 

Health R

done in

what w

have gu

up healt

done so

action f

taken in

increase

some of

research

importa

to bridg

THE 25th S

airman, Pro

Research, r

This year m

Research, in

We are at a

n relation to

we have sust

uided the Re

th research.

o far, based 

for the regio

Neverthele

nto conside

e in health 

f our countr

h should b

ant, evidenc

The Region

ge the gap b

In the Na

WHO EA

SESSION O

COM

E

ofessor Fath

espected gu

marks the 3

n 1976. Mo

a historical 

o research f

tained and w

egional Offi

.  I have ask

on your pr

onal strategy

ss, there ar

ration when

problems d

ries are faci

be done to 

ce-based inte

nal Commit

between hea

 

ame of God, 

DR HUS

REGIO

ASTERN M

OF THE EA

MMITTEE O

EMRO, Cair

hallah, disti

uests, collea

5th year sin

ore importan

milestone w

for health, w

what we ne

fice in prom

ked my team

revious reco

y for researc

re continuou

n planning 

due to the e

ng. It is tim

shape heal

erventions. 

ttee for the 

alth research

 

 
 

the Compas

Address by

SSEIN A. G

ONAL DIRE

MEDITERR

to the 

ASTERN M

ON HEALT

ro, 18–19 O
 

inguished m

agues, ladies

nce the estab

ntly, it is the

where there

what we ha

eed to do n

oting resear

m to initiate

ommendatio

ch for healt

usly changi

for the futu

epidemiolog

me to shift ou

lth and dev

  

Eastern Me

hers and po

ssionate, the

y 

GEZAIRY 

ECTOR 

RANEAN R

MEDITERR

TH RESEA

October, 201

members of

s and gentle

blishment o

e 25th Sessio

e is a need t

ave achieve

ext. Past re

rch for heal

 and conduc

ons, in orde

th.   

ing element

ure. These i

gic transitio

ur thinking 

velopment 

editerranean

licy-makers

 

e Merciful 

REGION 

RANEAN A

ARCH 

10 

f the Advis

emen, 

of the Advi

on of the Co

to take stoc

ed, where w

ecommendat

th in the Re

ct a critical 

r to provide

ts and facto

include eme

on and the 

with regard

policies, st

n in 2008 em

s in the Reg

ADVISORY

sory Comm

sory Comm

ommittee. 

ck of what w

we have suc

tions of the

egion and in

review of t

e evidence 

ors that nee

erging disea

state of em

d to how we

trategies an

mphasized t

gion. In May

Y 

mittee on 

mittee on 

we have 

cceeded, 

e ACHR 

n scaling 

the work 

to guide 

ed to be 

ases, the 

mergency 

e believe 

nd, most 

the need 

y of this 



2 
 

year, the first Organization-wide strategy on research for health was endorsed by the World 

Health Assembly. The global strategy defines a common framework for how research is 

approached in WHO and the role WHO is taking in global health research. Following on 

from this, I would like to call on you as esteemed members of the ACHR to advise us with 

regard to ensuring we have a regional strategy that is aligned with the global strategy and on 

the next steps to be taken, given both the global and local context of health and development 

issues. Most important, we need to build evidence on the impact of climate change, disasters 

and emergencies and food insecurity on health and health services, and the same goes for the 

impact of financial crisis on achieving health and development goals.  We have now 

completed two thirds of the time-frame towards the 2015 MDG promise, but are we two 

thirds of the way towards the targets? To achieve the MDGs, there is an urgent need to 

strengthen the scientific and technological capacities in the Region. This requires directing 

research for health and development towards the specific challenges affecting the health of 

our populations.  

Distinguished  members, 

A regional strategy is an opportunity for us to evaluate and revitalize the role of 

research within the Region. Therefore, I also call upon you to share, frankly, your opinions 

on what is hindering, or has hindered, the initiative to guide us and our countries to ensure 

harmonization and alignment of research activities and the translation of knowledge into 

policy. How can we come up with innovative approaches to build both individual and 

institutional capacities. How can we solicit the financial resources necessary to build 

knowledge and evidence and to guide health policy, practice, management and legislation 

based on human rights. We need to think in a non-traditional manner and “out of the box”. 

We need to be cognizant of the emerging technologies and scientific breakthroughs and how 

such advancements mught be used for knowledge translation. The paucity of research in this 

region is indeed grave while the utilization of research results as evidence by the policy-

makers has yet to be scaled up.  

Networks, such as the Eastern Mediterranean Region Evidence-Informed Policy 

Network – EM EVIPNet – which was launched last year, need tremendous support. How we 

are to sustain the quality of such networks must be addressed.  

Next year, the World Health Report 2012 will focus on research for health and the 

impact of health research. The report will highlight the significance of conducting health 
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research and translating the results into informed policies that help promote health and well-

being. I would, therefore, also like to seek your advice on how best the Regional Office can 

contribute to this report, emphasizing the lessons learnt from the Region in health research 

and development. 

Finally, let me thank you for taking the time to participate at this vital session. I 

believe that we need to advocate that “research is everyone’s business”. I appreciate hearing 

your advice on how to operationalize this at all levels, especially in the Member States, and 

how to ensure close work with all partners in this endeavour. 

I look forward to the outcome of your deliberations. 

 

 

 
 


