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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the intercountry workshop on malaria 

surveillance, monitoring and evaluation. This is the second regional workshop supported by 

the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to strengthen the surveillance, 

monitoring and evaluation system for malaria. The first was held in Luxor 2004. In recent  

years, a number of malaria goals and objectives have been adopted globally. Surveillance, 

monitoring and evaluation are critical activities to measure how well programmes are 

operating over time and whether goals are being achieved. Surveillance is an essential 

measuring tool for monitoring and evaluation of any disease control programme. In an 

elimination programme, it becomes a key for intervention. 

Dear Colleagues, 

The countries of the Region are in different stages of malaria control and elimination 

and therefore have different approaches for malaria surveillance and monitoring and 

evaluation systems. In the context of a malaria control scale-up programme, the malaria 

monitoring and evaluation system is focused on monitoring programme performance, 

evaluating coverage of interventions, and evaluating the impact of disease burden reduction, 

specifically morbidity and mortality. However, as programmes become increasingly 

successful in reducing transmission and move towards elimination, the malaria-associated 

morbidity and mortality burden will be dramatically reduced, making measurement of burden 

less sensitive and more difficult. Therefore, burden measures that only detect clinical illness 

will not provide good estimates of ongoing transmission. As countries approach elimination, 

malaria programme impact evaluation and surveillance methods will need to focus on 

detecting infections (with or without symptoms) and transmission dynamics as the primary 

indicators of interest. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has supported a number of 

activities for strengthening surveillance and monitoring and evaluation systems, such as the 

use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology in malaria control, provision of 

software and hardware for routine data management and information sharing, and supporting 

malaria parasite prevalence, indicator and health facility surveys. 

The first regional workshop on monitoring and evaluation of malaria programmes in 

December 2004 was a starting point for the introduction of new concepts in malaria 

monitoring and evaluation, such as the need for a monitoring and evaluation plan as part of 

the national strategic plan for malaria control and elimination. Since then, there have been 

many achievements, but in the six priority endemic countries, malaria surveillance and 

monitoring and evaluation systems are still weak. There are still many challenges, mainly due 

to insufficient investment in terms of funds and skilled workforce. 

Dear Colleagues, 

Your countries are committed to reporting their progress towards achieving the global 

objectives of the Roll Back Malaria initiative (50% reduction of malaria morbidity by 2010 

and 75% by 2015 and zero mortality by 2015) and the malaria-related target of the 

Millennium Development Goals (Goal 6 Target 8 – have halted, by 2015, and begun to 

reverse the incidence of malaria).  

The data generated from the routine surveillance systems in malaria-endemic countries 

are often incomplete and incomprehensive. The malaria notifications are underestimated, and 

mortality is not reported. Therefore a methodology for estimation of malaria burden was 

developed that is based on routine surveillance data, despite all known limitations. This 

methodology started with the World Malaria Report 2008 and was further refined in 2009. In 

this workshop you will practise the burden estimation exercise in order to become familiar 

with its strengths and limitations. 

In 2005, 2008 and 2009, WHO published the World Malaria Report which documented 

the strengths as well as the challenges for malaria surveillance and monitoring and evaluation 

at the global, regional and national levels. The processes of data collection and their transfer  

from peripheral health facilities to sub-national, national, regional and global levels are long 
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and complex, with many lessons learnt. In this workshop we will review the data collection 

tools and process for developing the World Malaria Report 2010. This will enable us to 

intensify and harmonize our efforts to ensure a good World Malaria Report. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The main objective of this workshop is to update malaria-endemic countries on new 

developments in malaria surveillance and monitoring and evaluation and agree on specific 

activities for strengthening surveillance and monitoring and evaluation systems. You will 

review regional surveillance tools and reported figures in the last three years. Countries in the 

control stage will estimate their malaria mortality and morbidity figures. We still hope to 

achieve our dream of having a malaria map at district, or even sub-district, level in some 

countries. Let us work together to develop a plan to achieve this. 

I wish you a successful workshop and pleasant stay in the beautiful city of Sharm El 

Sheikh. 

 
 
 

 
  


