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Mr. Chairman, Members of the RCC, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Twenty Third meeting of the 

Regional Commission for Certification of poliomyelitis eradication. I wish to express sincere 

gratitude and appreciation to the Commission members and to the Chairpersons of the 

National Certification Committees and to the national polio officers for their commitment and 

efforts to achieve the long awaited goal of polio eradication. I wish also to welcome 

representatives of our close partners namely Rotary International and Centres for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) as well as WHO staff from headquarters, regional and country 

offices. 

 It is noted that the programme of the meeting and the background documents will 

provide you with details about the epidemiological situation in the Region, particularly in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sudan. You will review their basic documents and I am confident 

they will brief you on the efforts being made to address the situation. 

Dear Colleagues, 

 For the past few years the polio eradication programmes in Afghanistan and Pakistan 

have been facing significant challenges which have negatively affected eradication efforts. 

Some are man-made, such as the escalation of insecurity that has resulted in massive 

population movement and displacement involving hundreds of thousands from endemic areas 

and in spread of the wild virus to some polio-free areas. Before the programme was able to 

overcome the consequences of the escalation of insecurity, the programme faced a more serious 

setback, this time due to natural disaster. The floods in Pakistan have affected millions and 
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have been accompanied significant population movement involving polio-endemic and polio-

free areas. These floods have also seriously affected health care services. The programme did 

its best but it is clear that these efforts are less than required to address the epidemiological 

situation and I can say that, unfortunately, Pakistan is now in the grip of an epidemic of 

poliomyelitis.  

Dear Colleagues, 

 At the time that we are facing a serious situation in Pakistan, we have a number of 

achievements to report. The epidemic that happened in Sudan, particularly in the south, as a 

result of importation came to an end over a year ago and I am pleased you will be reviewing the 

updated basic national documentation for certification. The other 19 countries of the Region are 

maintaining polio-free status. 

 We remain very encouraged by the sustained commitment of all countries of the 

Region, and particularly in the two remaining endemic countries, as evidenced by the political 

commitment and the dedication and devotion of both the national and international staff and all 

the polio eradication partners. 

 Without taking more of your time, let me wish you a very productive meeting and a 

pleasant stay in Cairo.  

  

 
 


