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Your Excellency, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the regional consultation on the role of 

nurses and midwives in prevention and control of infection in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to His Excellency 

Dr Rida Saeed, Minister of Health of the Syrian Arab Republic, for kindly agreeing to host 

this consultation. The theme of the consultation is both timely and necessary, as this 

gathering will formulate a regional action framework on infection control and prevention in 

nursing and midwifery, in order to better support countries in the Region. During the recent 

Fifty-Seventh Session of the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, Member 

States issued a resolution proposing a set of actions that can be implemented easily and 

readily across countries to prevent and control health care-associated infections. 

Implementation of the action framework on infection control requires a concerted and 

collaborative effort from all.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Infections acquired during health care delivery, more appropriately called health care-

associated infections, are a significant public health problem around the world. It is estimated 

that 5%–10% of patients admitted to acute care hospitals in developed countries acquire one 
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or more infections while in hospital. In developing countries the risk of infection is 2–20 

times higher and the proportion of patients infected can exceed 25%. The Eastern 

Mediterranean Region has one of the highest frequencies (11.8%) of health care-associated 

infections in the world confirming that this is a growing challenge to quality of health care in 

the Region. 

While there has been a clear rise in the level of awareness of the issue of patient 

safety as a global, widescale, pressing problem, nonetheless, the situation in developing 

countries and countries in economic transition, including countries of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, remains problematic. Although insufficient research has been 

performed to document the magnitude of adverse events in the Region, recent research in the 

Region demonstrates that the prevalence of adverse events is as high as 18% in some 

countries. This is alarming and warrants attention to the issue of patient safety. 

The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean has pioneered, and is starting to 

implement the Patient Safety Friendly Hospital Initiative, an endeavour which has been 

commended and supported by the World Alliance for Patient Safety, the International Islamic 

Relief Organization and many Member States, and which is being closely observed by other 

regions. This initiative provides a comprehensive set of patient safety standards for health 

care facilities and guidelines for assessment of hospitals for compliance with such standards. 

This tool is essential in identifying gaps and areas of weakness. In the past 6 months, seven 

countries (Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Pakistan, Sudan, Tunisia and Yemen) have pilot-tested 

this initiative. The initial results demonstrate that this initiative is imperative in providing 

guidance for hospital management on the essential standards for patient safety and 

mechanisms of compliance with such standards.   

Our collaborative efforts to implement patient safety in the Region by establishing 

research, building national capacities, conducting training on patient safety, raising 

awareness of health care professionals and the public, and applying evidence-based solutions, 

will be imperative.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Nurses and midwives constitute the largest component of the health workforce in the 

countries of the Region and have a major role in saving lives and promoting health. The 

development of human resources for health has consistently been a vital area for WHO’s 

collaborative work with Member States in the Region since its inception more that half a 
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century ago. The Region continues to invest in the development of nursing and midwifery 

resources as a vital component of the health system and health services development. 

Nurses play a critical role in preventing and controlling infectious disease. 

Mainstreaming nursing in WHO priority programmes is key to ensuring that nursing 

contributes maximally to infection control. WHO has worked closely with other programmes, 

for example on HIV, safe injections and pandemic influenza. Highlighting the importance of 

involving nurses in infection control can contribute to its effectiveness and sustainability.  

I would also like to bring to your attention the resolution of the Regional Committee 

in its Fifty-Fifth Session in 2008 on promoting nursing and midwifery development in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. In that resolution, Member States called for development of a 

new comprehensive regional strategy for nursing and midwifery to support Member States in 

their efforts to scale up nursing and midwifery capacity, creating positive practice 

environments, developing strong committed leadership and advocating for new specialized 

roles.  

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize that Member States are in great need of strategies 

to strengthen the infection prevention and control component in the nursing and midwifery 

curricula, to train the front-line workers on infection prevention and control and injection 

safety, and to develop an integrated approach to infection prevention and control 

interventions. This consultation, organized in collaboration with WHO headquarters and 

different technical units in the Regional Office, is aimed at developing such an integrated 

approach to infection prevention and control. 

I would like to assure you of WHO’s assistance and support in implementing the 

action framework that you will be developing as an outcome of this consultation.  

I wish you all every success in the meeting and I look forward to receiving your 

recommendations. I am sure that your stay in the beautiful city of Damascus will be both 

productive and enjoyable.   


