
 

 

  

 
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 
Opening remarks 

to the 

PROGRAMME MANAGERS REVIEW MEETING ON CUTANEOUS LEISHMANIASIS 
 

Marrakesh, Morocco, 18–21 September 2010 
 
 

Distinguished Guests and Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this programme review meeting on 

cutaneous leishmaniasis in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region. I wish to express my sincere 

gratitude to the Minister of Health in Morocco for hosting this event, as well as our donor partner 

representative for making it possible. I am delighted to see among participants experts from our 

region and researchers from Palestine. I truly appreciate the presence of our colleagues from 

WHO headquarters and their continuous support to the Region. 

 

The importance of holding this review meeting comes at a decisive moment, just before 

WHO launches the first neglected tropical diseases report on 14 October 2010. This will create a 

unique opportunity for advocacy around leishmaniasis including the success of public-private 

partnership, such as that currently witnessed with Sanofi-Aventis, our major donor for cutaneous 

leishmaniasis in the Region. 

 

I would like to highlight the fact that control of cutaneous leishmaniasis goes hand-in-

hand with the Millennium Development Goals. Cutaneous leishmaniasis is closely linked to the 

MDGs. As a disease of poverty, it disproportionately affects women and children, causing 

disfigurement that results in terrible stigma.  
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It is important to recall that several countries are still facing increasing numbers of 

anthroponotic cutaneous leishmaniasis, with the disease spreading into areas usually thought to 

be only endemic for the zoonotic form. This emphasizes the need to address why the classical 

methods of control and prevention are not yielding the expected results, and what innovative 

strategies can be put in place. 

 

To do even more, we need to be inclusive, fully respecting national priorities, building on 

national capacities, and promoting country ownership. The efforts for a regional strategic 

approach need to be consolidated and coordinated, with agreement on what we want, collectively, 

to achieve, and how best to achieve it. 

 

While WHO continues to be ready to support the development of national plans, countries 

should be in the driving seat, have one plan, one monitoring and evaluation system and one report 

only to show full national ownership.  

 

I invite participants to hold a frank and fruitful dialogue in order to see more clearly the 

unique role of each in the control of cutaneous leishmaniasis. I hope the outcome of the meeting 

will be an action plan that clearly defines who has to deliver what, where and when, keeping in 

mind that the starting point and the end point should remain the countries.   

 

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for your attendance at this important review 

meeting and for all the preparatory work that you have undertaken in this regard. I wish you 

successful deliberations, fruitful discussions and practical decisions and a pleasant stay in 

Marrakesh.  

 


