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Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the ninth meeting of the Regional 

Programme Review Group on Lymphatic Filariasis Elimination. The primary objective of 

the meeting is to review the status of the national programmes in the countries of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region targeted for elimination of lymphatic filariasis: Egypt, 

Sudan and Yemen. The ultimate goal is to develop and share a common strategic 

framework for action to guide the coming years of joint work, and based on the lessons 

learnt which will be shared during the next two days. 

This meeting marks ten years since the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean decided to strengthen its support to countries where lymphatic filariasis 

was endemic, in alignment with the WHO global target to eliminate lymphatic filariasis 

by 2020. Since 2000, operational capacity at the country level was strengthened, with the 

ultimate goal of curbing the disease. This enabled countries Egypt and Yemen to 

complete 5 rounds of  mass drug administration and to reach the target coverage among 

endemic areas. A recent assessment of transmission interruption following mass drug 

administration was undertaken in Yemen and results will be shared among participants. 

This will enable the discussion to address the technical and operational challenges to the 

sustainability of the results achieved towards elimination of lymphatic filariasis, with a 

particular focus on the monitoring and evaluation components of the programme. 
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However, challenges remain to ensure the results achieved can be further enhanced in 

Egypt and Yemen. Specifically, there is a need for both countries to develop and 

implement more tools to better measure the true impact of the campaigns. Questions 

about the possible existence of an active (low) transmission of lymphatic filariasis in the 

southern parts of Saudi Arabia, adjacent to Yemen, are very important and need to be 

answered. This requires limited field surveys which the Regional Office is ready to 

support. 

In regard to Sudan, despite recent progress in the northern foci, knowledge about 

the distribution and burden of disease in the southern part of the country is still unknown. 

Mapping is in progress, targeting three new States for this year.  

I would like to thank the nongovernmental organizations supporting the 

programme implementation. My further acknowledgement and thanks go to our 

international partners for their commitment to medicine donations. I look forward to the 

overall discussion and particularly the lessons learnt from the experiences of other 

regions in tackling the morbidities associated with the disease. These contributions will 

provide additional guidance to the national programme managers in planning 

interventions aimed at addressing the economic and social burden posed by lymphatic 

filariasis. 

In conclusion, let me express my appreciation to you for participating in this two-

day meeting. I hope the outcomes of the discussion will be effective in guiding the 

strategic programming. Have a pleasant stay in Cairo.  


