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Sana’a, Yemen, 12 December 2009 

Your Excellency, 

It is my pleasure to join you today to participate in the launch of this integrated 

measles/poliomyelitis mass immunization campaign, which is part of the Global 

Poliomyelitis Eradication Initiative and the Measles Initiative.  This campaign will contribute 

to the achievement of measles elimination and to sustaining polio eradication in Yemen and 

in the Region, as well as to the reduction of illnesses caused by vitamin A deficiency in 

children.  

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate His Excellency the Minister of 

Public Health and Population of Yemen for the significant progress made toward measles 

elimination. Yemen has successfully implemented the regional measles elimination 

strategies, and is now conducting this measles/poliomyelitis mass campaign, in which regard 

let me note, with great appreciation, that the Ministry of Public Health and Population of 

Yemen has covered the total cost of purchase of the poliovaccine. Through this campaign, we 

will provide children with booster doses that will give them additional protection against 

polio and measles. This is in line with the goal set by the World Health Organization for 

global polio eradication and measles elimination. 

Another objective of this campaign is to sustain the gains made towards the measles 

mortality reduction goal in the Region. As you may already know, the Region achieved a 

90% reduction in estimated measles deaths from 2000 to 2007, a goal that was, moreover, 

achieved 3 years earlier than the target date. This decline has provided an important 
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contribution to achievement of the Millennium Development Goal of reducing the overall 

under-five mortality rate by two-thirds by 2015. It was the direct result of implementing of 

the measles elimination strategy, especially mass immunization campaigns, in most of the 

countries of the Region, including Yemen.   

During this 6 day campaign, more than 3.6 million children aged 9 months to 5 years 

will receive a dose of measles vaccine and vitamin A, and more than 4.2 million children 

under 5 years of age will receive a dose of oral poliovaccine. I am confident that this 

campaign will achieve high coverage, thereby reducing the number of children susceptible to 

both measles and polio. 

I would like to add that the success we have achieved so far towards measles 

elimination in the Region is due to the commitment of our Member States, and to the 

financial and technical support provided by WHO, UNICEF, the Measles Initiative, the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, and other international partners.  

Finally, I would like again to thank His Excellency the Minister of Public Health and 

Population of Yemen for his efforts and to congratulate him on implementing this 

immunization campaign.  

Thank you. 

 


