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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good morning to all of you. 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to Cairo today. I wish to first of all 

welcome our partners—the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) and the 

Health Ministers’ Council for Cooperation Council States (GCC)––and to acknowledge their 

commitment and determination to work jointly with WHO on cancer control, one of the most 

pressing health issues in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. Let me thank all of you for 

taking on the challenge of improving cancer registration in your countries. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Cancer is an increasing problem in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. While cancer 

currently ranks as the fourth leading cause of death in the Region, it is expected to witness a 

critical increase in cancer incidence and mortality in the coming two decades if no significant 

interventions are put in place. The increasing trend can be attributed to many factors––

principal among them population ageing and exposure to a range of risk factors, including 

smoking, unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, environmental pollution, and industrial and 

agricultural carcinogens.  

In response to this challenge, the regional strategy for cancer prevention and control 

was developed through a process of continuous consultation and collaboration with all 

Member States. The strategy was endorsed by Ministers of Health at the 56th Session of the 
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Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean last October. It is intended to provide 

guidance and direction for all Member States to develop comprehensive and integrated cancer 

control plans, including the key components––prevention, early detection, treatment, 

palliative care, registry and research.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Despite all the efforts against cancer in the Region, one of the major challenges is the 

absence of adequate surveillance. As we all know, cancer surveillance and registries play a 

pivotal role in cancer control. They are critical for assessing the cancer burden and hence 

formulating policy and setting priorities. Unfortunately, many countries in the Region 

currently face big challenges in generation of accurate and complete data for assessing cancer 

trends, patterns and impact.  Only 11 countries have cancer registries with published reports.  

However, no country has published survival data. Therefore, strengthening the regional 

resources in cancer surveillance, and building an effective cancer registration system is at the 

top of the regional priorities for action.   

The value of a cancer registry depends on the quality of its data and the extent to which 

this is used in research and health services planning. Issues such as reliability, completeness 

and validity have to be seriously considered when establishing a cancer registry. These are 

lacking in many countries of the Region. Furthermore, the inclusion of tumour stage details 

and survival in cancer registry data provides a benchmark by which to judge the impact and 

effectiveness of public education and early detection programmes. 

The main objective of this workshop is to strengthen the regional capacity and 

resources in cancer registration through promoting cancer registration skills, improving data 

quality and maximizing the usefulness of data collected.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Cancer registration needs to assume a high priority and to receive adequate attention. 

Collaboration between countries of the Region is highly desirable and could be very effective 

in promoting cancer registration capacity. I am sure that this workshop will be an important 

step forward in building the regional resources and supporting the fight against cancer. I 

would like to assure you that we, at the Regional Office, are fully committed to supporting all 

Member States and to working together in our fight against cancer.   

I wish you a successful workshop and an enjoyable stay in Cairo. 

 Thank you.  


