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Distinguished Guests and Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this programme review meeting on cutaneous 

leishmaniasis control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I wish to express my sincere 

gratitude to our colleagues from WHO headquarters for their continuous support to the Region 

and for their contribution to this meeting. 

This review meeting comes at a crucial moment with several countries, as well as the 

Region at large, still facing alarming numbers of new cases of anthroponotic cutaneous 

leishmaniasis. We also recognize that further challenges call for enhanced efforts to control 

cutaneous leishmaniasis. Indeed, traditional and classical methods of control and prevention are 

not yielding the expected results and they urgently need to be revised. 

I see and welcome that you will work together to review the situation of zoonotic 

cutaneous leishmaniasis, a form of the disease still ravaging some rural areas in many countries 

of our region. I am pleased also to note the participation of colleagues from Member States 

where the disease still poses a major public health threat. I would also remark the importance of 

tackling cutaneous leishmaniasis through cross-border collaboration. In this regard, I welcome 

and thank representatives from Algeria for joining us today. 

During the process of discussing strategies to control and prevent leishmaniasis in the 

Region, you will be addressing operational issues commonly faced by national programme 

managers. Overall, your work in these few days will contribute to consolidation of a regional 

strategic plan which will stand as a priority for WHO and its partners. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank all of you for your attendance in this important review 

meeting and for all the preparatory work that you have undertaken in this regard. I wish you 

successful deliberations, fruitful discussions, practical decisions and a pleasant stay in Sharm el 

Sheikh. 

 

 

 
 


