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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this Regional Workshop on 

Prosthetics and Orthotics Training Programmes in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. It is 

indeed an honour for WHO to join hands with its partners in the fight to break down the 

barriers that stand between people with disabilities and their integration into communities 

and contribution to community development. There is no doubt that the benefits and 

outcomes of such efforts are augmented when the diversity of cultural backgrounds and 

different levels of development and income in different countries are taken into account. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is estimated that 10% of the world’s population are living with some form of 

disability. Of these, 80% reside in low-income countries. Currently more than 40 million 

persons with disabilities are estimated to live in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

While endorsing the growing trend towards expanding effective primary prevention 

for diseases and injuries and all causes of disability, we should not ignore the increasing 

number of people who need rehabilitation services in order to attain the highest possible 

level of functional ability.  
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Despite the great need, in many low-income and middle-income countries, only 5% to 

15% of people who require assistive devices and technologies have access to them. 

Production is low and often of poor quality. Trained personnel to manage the provision of 

such devices and technologies are lacking, especially at provincial and district levels. And 

even where access might be possible, in many settings costs can be prohibitive.  

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, there is a huge demand for prosthetics and 

orthotics, due to population growth, ageing and medical advances that preserve and 

prolong life, among others. This demand is further augmented by the need for prosthetics 

and orthotics services in countries in complex emergencies, which is increasing every day. 

Nevertheless, it is still estimated that only a small percentage of people who need such 

services can really access those devices. Lack of rehabilitation facilities and insufficient 

trained human resources have been identified as the two biggest problems.  

Existing training facilities for prosthetics and orthotics are not sufficient to cater for 

the growing demand. Although some countries in the Region might be running training 

programmes, most of them need more inputs for upgrading and further support to develop 

well trained human resources in rehabilitation. This meeting is thus an opportunity to 

explore existing strengths and opportunities and draw the way forward for the development 

and upgrading of existing prosthetics and orthotics training facilities in selected countries 

of the Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In recent decades, a structured approach towards a new understanding of disability 

as a human rights issue has evolved. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities and the UN Standard Rules for Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 

Disabilities, among other UN instruments, emphasize that disability is but the outcome of 

the interaction between a person's level of functioning and obstacles in the environment, 

including physical barriers that prevent both their integration and participation. Thus, 

rehabilitation services such as prosthetics and orthotics are often preconditions for equal 

opportunities and inclusion.  

The 2005 World Health Assembly resolution A58/23 Disability, including 

prevention, management and rehabilitation, aimed at substantially improving the lives of 

people living with disabilities. The resolution asserted that persons with disabilities are 

important contributors to societies and that allocating resources to their rehabilitation is an 
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investment. It urged Member States and WHO to take steps to make rehabilitation services 

available, accessible and affordable. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In response to such needs and challenges, WHO, at the global and regional levels, has 

initiated a situation analysis of prosthetics and orthotics training facilities in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. On the basis of this exercise it was agreed to invite a number of 

training institutes for a consultation on how to upgrade prosthetics and orthotics training in 

the Region. An effective system of prosthetics and orthotics provision would translate the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 2005 World Health 

Assembly resolution A58/23 Disability into reality.  

The availability of trained personnel in the field of prosthetics and orthotics will 

ensure greater access to quality services for people with disabilities. Providing prosthetics 

and orthotics that are appropriate not only enhances mobility but begins a process of 

opening up a world of education, work and social life. When the need is not met, people 

with physical impairments are isolated and do not have access to the same opportunities as 

others within their own communities.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

One of the most important aspects of this meeting is the nature of its participation, 

whereby some of the major stakeholders involved in prosthetics and orthotics training are 

represented. I believe, with the kind of expertise I can see that the outcome will be fruitful 

and to the benefit of the people of this Region.  

I assure you that WHO stands open to all collaborative endeavours. Renewal of our 

commitment for inclusion of persons with disabilities at all levels, for enhancing functional 

abilities and mobility can start a whole new life for all of us. 

I wish you a successful meeting. May God bless you all. 

 


