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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and honour for me  to attend this important and historical celebration 

of the tenth anniversary of the Global Tobacco Surveillance System (GTSS). The  system was 

initiated in 1998 in response to countries’ demand for data on tobacco use by WHO, the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA).  

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the Global Tobacco Surveillance System started in 

1999, where the first country to implement the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) was 

Jordan. Today, and after ten years, many of our Member States will conduct their third round of 

the Global Youth Tobacco Survey by the end of this year. Systematic implementation of the 

survey was achieved through collaboration between the implementing partners. Since its start, the 

survey has supported countries in establishing a tobacco control surveillance programme that 

meets the provisions of Article 20 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

(WHO FCTC). It is worth noting that this achievement would not have been possible without the 

political commitment of the different implementing partners at international, regional and 

national levels, throughout the past ten years. 

The success of the Global Tobacco Surveillance System in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region has extended from covering youth tobacco use data, to include other tobacco surveillance 

components that provide tobacco use data on school personnel and health professional students 

through the Global School Personnel Survey (GSPS) and Global Health Professional Students 
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Survey (GHPSS). The results of all these surveys can be used by countries as tools for better 

planning in tobacco control. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me share with you on this occasion the good news about the 

success that has been achieved in tobacco surveillance in the Eastern Mediterranean Region: the 

implementation of the fourth component in the Global Tobacco Surveillance System––the Global 

Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS). Since the start of the Global Adult Tobacco Survey in December 

2006, it was envisioned by the international partners that this survey would be piloted in 

countries with a high burden of tobacco consumption. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 

Egypt successfully completed the data collection phase last month. This success and the 

outstanding achievement in the system of surveillance is attributed to the technical support 

provided by CDC and the collaborative efforts of Global Adult Tobacco Survey partnership 

throughout the past two years. We hope that the cost, in terms of effort, time and money spent in 

developing the adapted Global Adult Tobacco Survey package in Arabic, as well as the 

experience gained and lessons learnt from implementation of the survey will be extended to other 

countries in the Region, to fill the gap in tobacco use data among adults.  

Dear Partners, the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean serves as the centre for 

data dissemination to countries. Those data can be used in designing, monitoring and evaluating 

tobacco control programmes. However, the use of the surveillance data has still not reached its 

full potential. In light of the above achieved successes, let me take the opportunity to express our 

hope and willingness in the Regional Office to build on this success and extend our successful 

partnership with CDC in developing a comprehensive unified database surveillance system, to 

serve and encourage the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region in using the surveillance 

data effectively in control programmes. This will enable us to shift from the data collection phase  

to the control policy implementation phase.  

Lastly, let me express our deep gratitude for the support that has been given continuously 

to the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region in tobacco surveillance throughout the past 

10 years. We now look forward to continued collaboration and fruitful partnership in the next 10 

years.  

 


