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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to the stakeholders’ meeting to develop the 

regional action plan for implementation of the regional strategy for prevention and control of 

sexually transmitted infections 2009–2015. I would like to thank His Excellency Dr Mondher 

Zenaidi, Minister of Health of Tunisia, and his National AIDS Programme team for their kind 

hospitality and their continued good collaboration. I would like to thank our friends and 

colleagues, Dr Francis Ndowa, from WHO headquarters, and Dr Barry Kistnasamy, from the 

National Institute for Occupational Health, South Africa, for their precious support to 

preparing and facilitating this meeting.  

 

Sexually transmitted infections (other than HIV) cause considerable mortality and 

morbidity in both adults and newborn infants and amplify the risk of HIV transmission. 

Indeed, for several decades, sexually transmitted infections have ranked among the top five 

categories for which adults in developing countries seek health care services. 

 

Reliable data on regional prevalence of sexually transmitted infections are limited 

because sexually transmitted infection surveillance has been largely neglected. Funding for 

surveillance has long been inadequate at global, regional and national level. WHO estimates 

that around 10 million new cases of sexually transmitted infections occur every year in the 
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Eastern Mediterranean Region. According to information on the status of surveillance and 

control obtained from focal points in Ministries of Health, surveillance is either limited or has 

not been established in most countries of the Region. Only one country (Morocco) reported 

establishing a surveillance system that makes it possible to chart trends, quantify the 

situation, guide programme planning and assess the impact of interventions. Thus, reliable 

data on sexually transmitted infections are not often available in the Region. 

 

Few countries in the Region have developed a comprehensive national strategy for 

prevention and control of sexually transmitted infections even though such a strategy would 

contribute to achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and to prevention and 

control of HIV. Existing interventions in the Region are often not built on evidence-based 

effective public health approaches, as recommended in the global control strategy. Most 

countries in the Region do not provide any special sexually transmitted infection services for 

most-at-risk populations, because of stigma and discrimination. 

 

With the aim of accelerating efforts for the prevention and control of sexually 

transmitted infections at regional and national level, the Regional Office developed the 

regional strategy for prevention and control of sexually transmitted infections 2009–2015. 

The strategy was developed during 2007–2008 through a consultation process with public 

health experts, clinicians and scientists in the fields of sexually transmitted infections and 

reproductive health from countries in the Region and endorsed by the 55th Regional 

Committee. It takes into account the diverse epidemiological, cultural and socioeconomic 

situations of countries in the Region. 

 

The Regional Committee requested development of an action plan for the 

implementation of this strategy and it is for this purpose that we are meeting this week. I am 

convinced that the objectives of the regional strategy can be achieved if all stakeholders join 

their efforts and invest in agreed priorities for action. Joint planning is the first step on this 

way.  Let us use this meeting as opportunity for all of us, namely representatives from 

Member States, international organizations, civil society and UN agencies, to agree on 

priorities, targets, a time-frame and performance indicators for implementing the strategy at 

regional level and in countries.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I hope that the plan resulting from this meeting will move all of us a step further 

towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, in particular those aimed at 

improving maternal and child health and halting and reversing the HIV epidemic. 

 

I wish you a successful meeting. 

 
 


