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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this intercountry workshop on 

strengthening reproductive health monitoring and evaluation. 

At the outset, I would also like to extend a warm welcome to all the participants, 

who have come from Member States, sister UN agencies and international organizations 

and academic institutions, joining us in this endeavour. Special thanks go to our 

colleagues from the department of reproductive health and research at WHO headquarters 

for their valuable support and contribution in bringing about this important activity. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Information, reporting and surveillance systems of national reproductive health 

programmes continue to be inadequate and inefficient in identifying major determinants 

of reproductive health in many countries of the Region. This has resulted in lack of 

evidence-based programme planning and development and hence priority reproductive 

health programme areas have been left poorly addressed in these countries. However, 

Member States, in general, have made some progress in this context. This workshop will 

discuss––in light of national, regional and global experiences––how we can scale up the 
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existing national information, reporting and surveillance systems in order to strengthen 

the monitoring and evaluation components of reproductive health programmes, using the 

existing norms and tools developed by WHO, such as the global reproductive health 

indicators, as well as the reproductive health country profile recently developed by the 

Regional Office.  

Specific focus must be placed on safe motherhood-related programmes and 

activities, including antenatal, obstetric, postpartum and newborn health care and family 

planning, as priority components of reproductive health in almost all countries of the 

Region. Around 57 000 mothers died in the Region in 2007 due to pregnancy and 

childbirth complications. This implies that more than 10% of the 536 000 global maternal 

deaths took place in our Region. In fact, the evidence is that 95% of maternal mortality in 

the Region takes place in only 6 Member States. These countries suffer from political 

instability, inadequate financial and human resources, poor socioeconomic conditions and 

gender-based discrimination, poor access to and utilization of reproductive health 

services, and lack of the health-related data and information necessary to plan, monitor 

and evaluate reproductive health needs. All these elements are a sign of health 

infrastructures that struggle to provide reproductive health services to those who need it. 

At the same time, despite the substantial decrease in the number of infant and child 

deaths during the past decade, the number of newborn babies who die in the first month 

of life has remained virtually unchanged and constitutes around 60% of infant deaths 

taking place in the Region. 

Other components are recognized as essential by the WHO global strategy on 

reproductive health, adopted by the 57th World Health Assembly in May 2004 

(WHA57.12), including:  providing high quality services for infertility services; 

eliminating unsafe abortion; combating sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, 

reproductive tract infections, cervical cancer and other gynaecological morbidities; and 

promoting sexual health.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

In October 2004, the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean passed 

resolution EM/RC51/R.4 Moving towards the Millennium Development Goals: investing 
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in maternal and child health. The Regional Committee urged Member States to expand 

existing achievements in implementing the effective interventions, such as making 

pregnancy safer, to reach nationwide coverage and improve accessibility to quality 

services; and to strengthen existing national recording, reporting and surveillance systems 

in order to identify trends in mortality and morbidity of mothers and children and adopt 

evidence-based interventions that address the real needs in the community. In October 

2007, the Regional Committee passed resolution EM/RC54/R.2 Neonatal mortality in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region: determinants and strategies for achieving Millennium 

Development Goal no. 4. In this it urged Member States to improve the quality of vital 

registration and other relevant information and auditing systems in order to provide 

reliable data on maternal, neonatal and child health indicators, and to monitor progress. 

There is growing recognition that health information systems need to be 

strengthened, better coordinated, and more oriented towards country priorities and needs. 

There is a need for greater harmonization of reporting requirements among all concerned 

partners in order to avoid distortion of weak information systems and to ensure that, first 

and foremost, information systems provide data for national policy-making. Efforts to 

strengthen health information systems should also consider the need for disaggregated 

data, which is crucial to informing more targeted policy-making at national level. 

Strengthened country information systems will facilitate the preparation of national 

information reports that show countries’ progress toward achieving the national and 

international goals and targets, including the MDGs.  

There are major weaknesses in existing resource tracking systems, at both global 

and national level. Donor contributions to health are typically too highly aggregated, not 

reported in a frequent and timely manner, and lack information on disbursement and 

private flows. Information on domestic health financing tends to be inconsistent and 

incomplete, particularly in relation to budgets and expenditures. Thus, policy-makers 

have limited ability to describe, track and analyse the full range of resources available at 

country level.  



 4

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to stress the need for our consolidated efforts to work together with the 

national, as well as the concerned UN agencies and international organizations, in order 

to make appropriate, accessible quality reproductive health care a reality for all men and 

women in the Region.  

I am confident that this meeting will achieve its objectives with admirable success 

and provide future direction to our activities in the crucial area of reproductive health 

care delivery. 

I wish you all the best in your efforts and a successful outcome to this workshop.  

 

 

 

  
 


