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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to Cairo today. I am sure that this meeting will be 

an important step forward in the fight against cancer. Our gathering today, together with our 

partners International Network for Cancer Treatment and Research, Lalla Salma Association 

Against Cancer, Programme of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT), Regional Alliance Against 

Cancer and the International Union of Cancer Congress (UICC), is a sign of unity and a renewal 

of our commitment and determination to do all that is needed to achieve our common vision of a 

world with less cancer and less cancer-related suffering.  

Cancer is the fourth leading cause of mortality in the Region after cardiovascular diseases 

and infectious diseases and injuries. It is estimated that cancer kills more people in our Region 

each year than HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria combined.   

The Global Action Plan against Cancer (GAPAC) recognized that 40% of all cancers are 

preventable, 40% are curable if diagnosed early and treated promptly, and the remaining 20% 

can be treated with palliative therapy to reduce the suffering of the patients. This action plan 

outlined possible interventions to be implemented at the regional and country levels, after 

introducing modifications consistent with local priorities and resources. 
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The main objective of this meeting is to launch the Eastern Mediterranean regional cancer 

prevention and control strategy. The purpose of the strategy is to assist countries in developing 

or updating their national cancer control programmes and plans. The strategy has been developed 

by the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean following a wide consultative 

process that involved all stakeholders and prominent experts in the Region. A framework for 

country action has also been developed. An alliance of nongovernmental organizations against 

cancer was established in a meeting held in Marrakesh in 2007, under the leadership of WHO 

and the patronage of HRH Princess Lalla Salma of Morocco. Many countries in the Region 

currently have their own cancer control programmes and others are in the process of doing so. 

Joint missions involving WHO, PACT, UICC, and others have been undertaken to Syrian Arab 

Republic and Yemen to assist in developing their cancer control programmes. 

Breast cancer accounts for about one third of all female cancers in the Region. It is at the 

top of regional priorities for action against cancer. Breast cancer is particularly amenable to 

secondary prevention through screening and early detection and management. In the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, however, survival rates are still much lower than in developed countries, 

which calls for strengthening of efforts in this direction. Several countries in the Region have 

already established national programmes to control breast cancer and we look forward to other 

countries following as soon as possible. Breast cancer is at the top of the agenda of this meeting.  

Despite all the efforts against cancer in the Region, several challenges exist. First, cancer is 

not a single disease but involves over 100 diseases with different etiologies, preventive 

approaches and treatment modalities. Second, resources are scarce in many countries of the 

Region––human resources, infrastructure and financial resources. Third, the instability in many 

countries in the Region hinders progress and poses competing priorities for the limited resources. 

Fourth, cancer medicines are expensive and may have serious side-effects. Efforts have to be 

made to ensure the availability of less costly and safer medicines. An important additional 

challenge is the prevailing false social belief that cancer is a dreadful death sentence and that 

nothing can be done to escape it. Therefore, people refrain from submitting themselves to 

screening and early diagnosis. Increasing the awareness of people as regards the preventability 

and curability of cancer is needed to offset such a fatalistic attitude.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let us all work together to tackle the growing challenge of cancer in our Region. I would 

like to assure you of my personal commitment as well as the determination of the Regional 

Office to work with all partners, governmental and nongovernmental, national and international, 

to fight cancer by all possible means.  

I wish you success in this meeting and an enjoyable stay in Cairo,  

Thank you. 


