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Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Intercountry Training Workshop on 

the use of PCR techniques for the diagnosis of H5 influenza virus. I would like to extend my 

warmest greetings and appreciation to the national authorities in Egypt and our colleagues in 

NAMRU-3 for hosting this important training workshop for our Region. I would also like to 

express my great appreciation to our colleagues from WHO headquarters for their valuable 

participation and continuous support to Member States within the Region.  

Dear Colleagues, 

We are all aware of the current situation and ongoing avian influenza events and the 

continuing threat of pandemic influenza. The occurrence of outbreaks of avian influenza in 

our Region clearly indicates that it could be hit severely by pandemic influenza. Countries in 

the Region have invested time, funds and effort to increase their level of preparedness for 

response to avian influenza and pandemic influenza. A laboratory-based surveillance system 

and a well prepared national influenza centre––are nowadays among the top priorities for 

countries. 

The presence of the A(H5N1) strain of avian influenza since early 2004 has increased 

the need for PCR (polymerase chain reaction) as part of the diagnosis process, in order to 

improve the accuracy and efficiency of testing. PCR has become the principal laboratory test 

for the detection of H5 infections in both humans and animals. As the avian influenza 

A(H5N1) situation evolves it has become increasingly important to detect H5 infections 

efficiently and reliably, in order to facilitate outbreak response and influenza pandemic 

preparedness. 
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Although many national influenza centres are now utilizing PCR for the detection of 

influenza viruses, there was no globally coordinated external quality assessment programme 

to monitor the quality and comparability of the performance of these laboratories. The WHO 

External Quality Assessment (EQA) Project has now been established to improve the global 

laboratory capacity for influenza diagnosis, both seasonal and avian. It aims specifically to 

monitor the quality and standards of performance of national influenza centres around the 

world in the detection of subtype influenza A viruses using PCR, as well as to promote good 

laboratory practice. 

Based on the last EQA project results of national influenza centres in the Region, WHO 

headquarters and the Regional Office, in collaboration with NAMRU-3, decided to conduct 

this training workshop. The main goal of the workshop is to build and strengthen influenza 

laboratory diagnostic capacity, using PCR for the detection of subtype influenza A viruses 

including A(H5) and to discuss possible causes of false results, as well as to promote good 

laboratory practice and laboratory safety issues. 

Dear Colleagues,  

I would like to thank you all again, and ask all of you to make the most of this 

training workshop through sound discussions, exchange of ideas and clear planning for 

establishing and strengthening our influenza laboratory diagnostic capacity. I wish you 

all a successful course and a pleasant stay in Cairo.  

 


