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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Office for the Second 

Leadership Programme conducted by the Middle East African Council of Ophthalmology in 

collaboration with the American Academy of Ophthalmology and WHO Regional Office for 

the Eastern Mediterranean. 

First of all, I would like to congratulate MEACO and HRH Prince Abdulaziz bin 

Ahmed bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud for this great initiative they are undertaking to develop the 

dynamic leadership necessary for ophthalmologists to overcome the huge public health 

problem of eye care delivery in the Region. Most ophthalmologists (eye physicians) tend to 

be busy with clinical work, and have relatively little involvement in the important issue of 

leading an eye care team. This leadership programme will strengthen your knowledge and 

skills and widen your scope, to enable you to lead a team and manage day-to-day activities in 

a more effective and productive way. 

According to the latest WHO estimates, there are approximately 314 million people 

worldwide living with visual impairment due to either eye diseases or uncorrected refractive 

errors. Of these, 45 million people are blind, with 90% living in low-income countries. With 

today’s knowledge and technology, up to 80% of global blindness is preventable or treatable. 

Cost-effective interventions are available for the major causes of avoidable blindness. In the 
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Eastern Mediterranean Region, there are around 37 million people with visual impairment, of 

whom 5.3 million are blind. This number is increasing. To overcome this huge problem, we 

need to build strong leadership skills among eye care providers, as well to implement the right 

strategies and plans to achieve the goal of eliminating avoidable blindness by 2020. 

Once again I would like to welcome all our guests and the partners who are supporting 

this important event, especially the American Academy of Ophthalmology for their support in 

continued professional and leadership development among ophthalmologists around the 

world. I assure you of WHO’s continued cooperation. I wish all success in this activity. 

God bless you all. 


