
 
 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Opening remarks  

to the 

TECHNICAL CONSULTATION ON POLIOMYELITIS ERADICATION FOR 

PAKISTAN 

Cairo, Egypt, 10 October 2008 

Dear Colleagues,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this consultation. I wish, specifically, to 

acknowledge with appreciation your acceptance to participate at such a short notice. 

When we started the polio eradication programme in Pakistan in 1993, Pakistan was 

reporting more than 25% of the world’s polio cases. It took us 10 years to bring the number of 

cases from tens of thousands down to only 53 in 2004 and 28 in 2005. We were very encouraged 

and aimed to bring the cases to zero. Therefore, we made exceptional efforts in advocacy with 

national authorities and other leaders, including religious leaders, in order to reach the target 

children, particularly those who were deprived of immunization for various reasons. We also 

made considerable efforts to improve the quality of campaigns and surveillance. At the same 

time, we were open to new strategies which proved of value, such as the use of monovalent OPV 

and the high risk approach and we started implementing these. The result has not been what we 

had hoped for. 

It is to be noted that the past 12 months has witnessed significant changes; political and 

security changes. These are still continuing and have definitely affected poliomyelitis eradication 

efforts.  
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Dear Colleagues,  

In 2008 and, particularly in the past 3 months, we have noted significant increase in the 

number of cases, far exceeding the levels in the past 5 years.  

I have called for this consultation to review together the reasons behind the present 

situation and to seek your views on the ways to overcome it.  

In this regard, I am sure you will agree with me that: 

− Decisions must be based on evidence; if we have evidence we should not shy away 

from going back on a previous decision which did not work in the context of 

Pakistan. 

− We must benefit from the present experience. As a matter of fact, we learn more 

from setbacks than we learn from successes. There are several lessons which we can 

extract from the present situation which I am sure you will discuss during the 

consultation. For example, we must not allow major immunity gaps to develop 

anywhere in Pakistan. 

 I am confident that you will review the situation with an open mind and I look forward to 

your recommendations. I remain very optimistic that we will overcome this setback quickly and 

will eradicate polio from Pakistan in the near future. 

Thank you and best regards 

 

 


