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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure indeed to welcome you all to Amman, Jordan for the Regional 

Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee meeting of the WHO/UNEP/GEF-supported 

project. The WHO sincerely thanks UNEP and GEF for their financial support. 

Allow me to take this opportunity to thank His Excellency the Minister of Health of Jordan, 

H.E. Dr Salah Mawajdeh, for agreeing to host this important meeting. It will be recalled that the 

idea of a regional project to demonstrate sustainable alternatives to DDT and to strengthen 

national vector control capabilities was conceived here in Amman exactly four years ago. 

Let me also thank members of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee of this 

regional project for accepting our invitation to serve on this committee. Their demonstrated 

professional and technical expertise and commitment will help in supporting project countries to 

achieve the objectives of the project. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

During the preparatory phase of the project, countries were able to carry out vector control 

needs assessment in which gaps, needs and opportunities to implement vector control were 

identified. Project countries were also able to use the information collected from such 

assessments to identify demonstration sites to test the feasibility and viability of sustainable 

alternatives to DDT. The purpose of this meeting is therefore to harmonize those different 

protocols, set timeliness and activities, and agree on process and impact indicators.   

As you meet here today, allow me the opportunity to share with you some of the 

achievements that project countries have recorded with the support of UNEP/GEF during the 

preparatory phase of the project. Nine of the 12 countries of the Region endemic for vector-

borne diseases are now implementing integrated vector management; they have national strategic 

plans and have also established intersectoral coordination mechanisms drawing representatives 

from different sectors under the leadership of the ministries of health. Four of the nine countries 

have also established integrated vector management units in the Ministry of Health to coordinate 

the implementation of vector control for all vector-borne diseases.   

Dear Colleagues, 

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean expects that project countries will 

live up to the expectations and goals of the project. We have made provisions to provide 

countries with technical support through the Regional Scientific and Advisory Committee and 

through other channels but we cannot do the work for project countries. Our agreement with 

UNEP/GEF states clearly that a country not making good progress will be excluded from the 

project. We do not want to get to this point.  

As we stated over and over again during the preparatory phase of the project, countries of the 

Region are committed to reducing reliance on the use of DDT by implementing sustainable and 

cost-effective alternatives. For example, in the past three years, a total of 17 million people in the 

Region have been able to have access to long-lasting insecticide-treated nets. This is indeed a 

potential alternative to DDT and a user-friendly intervention. It is projected that about 30 million 

people will have access to this intervention by the end of 2008. The project provides opportunity 
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to test the potential of this and other interventions, not only for malaria but also for other vector-

borne diseases as appropriate. 

Parallel and in line with the objectives of this project, WHO has also been working with 

countries of the Region to promote the judicious use of public health pesticides. The support 

from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Stockholm Convention and others is greatly 

acknowledged.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Implementing sustainable and cost-effective alternatives to DDT requires national capacity to 

implement, monitor and evaluate such alternatives. It also requires the commitment of Member 

States. Given the importance of vector control and prevention for vector-borne diseases, WHO 

re-affirms its commitment to working closely with Member States and all partners to achieve this 

objective.  

I wish you a pleasant stay in Amman and look forward to fruitful deliberations as you review 

and harmonize project protocols as well as developing workplans for the project. 

Thank you. 

 


