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Your Excellency, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Voluntary, nonremunerated blood donors are the lifeblood of a community and are 

considered to be the source of the safest blood and blood products for patients. Their donation 

is an altruistic gift and NOT a marketable commodity. This places them in a unique position, 

demanding special respect and care; it also places a responsibility on all involved in public 

health care to treat voluntary blood donors as VIPs. It was with this in mind that World Blood 

Donor Day was established––to celebrate and thank voluntary blood donors for their gift of 

life. 

The designation of this special day has the support of all major stakeholders in blood 

transfusion medicine and blood transfusion services, including the World Health Organization 

(WHO), International Society of Blood Transfusion (ISBT), International Federation of Blood 

Donor Organizations (FIODS) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

Trust and public confidence are crucial to a successful national blood programme. Only 

through the provision of a quality blood service will public confidence in blood services grow 

and, only through that confidence will the public support the service with regular blood 

donations. World Blood Donor Day is therefore a reminder to us all of the importance of 

resources, in order to enable blood programmes to carry out their responsibilities. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We know that many developing countries have struggling and under-funded health 

services, but we also know from experience that it is not unrealistic to expect basic quality 

control in every blood service. Increasingly, this means the provision of a service where 

appropriate care is taken of the voluntary donor. We also know that the attitude and welcome 

of the blood bank staff can set the stage for a positive encounter and increase the likelihood of 

a one-time donor becoming a regular donor. 

With the increased incidence and prevalence of HIV/AIDS, Member States of the Region 

are starting to be more conscious of the importance of safe blood transfusion. Drug abuse and 

injection safety are high on the political agenda at the moment. Sharps used in culturally 

unsafe settings, such as circumcision performed outside health facilities, are starting to fade 

away. Egypt has the highest prevalence and incidence rates worldwide for hepatitis B and C 

and their complications. This is attributed to unsafe injection practices carried out in the 

1960s, during campaigns for treatment of schistosomiasis.  

Egypt still faces a lack of blood donations, mainly in the periphery and primary health 

care centres. The staff of the United Nations were among the first to try to help through this 

UN blood drive. With the collaboration of the Staff Association and Federation of United 

Nations Staff Association and Unions (FUNSA), the Regional Office is today hosting all UN 

staff and their families, as well as the National Blood Transfusion Service who will accept the 

gift of life from UN staff. This is the second year that we celebrate the UN Blood Drive 

emphasizing this year’s theme for Blood Donor Day: Give Blood Regularly.  

We thank everybody who is sharing this event with us today, especially the UN staff who 

made the trip here to help us help Egypt. We thank the UN ambassadors of good will; and we 

thank the media personnel who are trying to bring this hot issue to the eyes and ears of the 

Egyptian people; alerting them to come again and give needy mothers, neonates and the sick, 

the gift of life. 

Thank you all once again. We hope you will enjoy the day with us. 


