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Your Excellency Mrs Suzanne Mubarak,  

Distinguished guests, dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all, and especially Her Excellency Mrs Suzanne 

Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt, to the 14th meeting of the Stop TB Partnership Coordinating 

Board and the Launch of the Eastern Mediterranean Stop TB Partnership. The Global Stop 

TB Partnership, established in 2000, was constituted to realize the goal of eliminating 

tuberculosis as a public health challenge. It is a forum that comprises individuals and 

institutions committed to working together to achieve the goal of tuberculosis elimination.  

Tuberculosis is still a significant development challenge for the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region, as it is in most of the developing world. Annually, in our region we are witnessing the 

loss of more than 110 000 precious human lives; this should be a substantial concern for us 

all. Over the years, several countries have shown considerable progress towards the control of 

this devastating disease but a lot more is waiting to be done.  

In order to tackle the enormous challenge posed by tuberculosis to development in this 

Region, we are embarking on an ambitious mission, through this meeting, to launch a 

partnership from the Eastern Mediterranean Region itself. It will be modelled on the global 

partnership, representing the commitment and will of the countries and stakeholders 
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concerned in the fight against tuberculosis, because we believe in a culture of collective 

thinking and in giving hope back to those in need.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

We have learned over the years that for any programme to succeed, political will is 

crucial. We are very privileged to have with us today H.E. Mrs Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady 

of Egypt, who has been a staunch supporter of all health programmes related to women and 

children, not only in Egypt, but through many forums worldwide. She has personally 

supported several health and education priority projects and has been an inevitable asset to the 

development of the country. An excellent example, here in Egypt, has been the long and 

tedious battle against polio which resulted in a polio-free Egypt. Had it not been for the First 

Lady’s belief in the cause, her diligence and continuous unrelenting support over the years, it 

would not have been possible to achieve what was achieved. Here too was an excellent 

example of collaboration, with the World Health Organization, UNICEF and Rotary 

International working very closely with the Egyptian authorities of health. 

I would sincerely like to see this happening with tuberculosis––let us work together to 

defeat one of the leading causes of death among young adults worldwide.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I wish you the best for your deliberations and once more a very warm welcome to you all. 


