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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean for the first Conference Organizing and Programme Committee Meeting 

for the 7th Global Conference on Health Promotion, due to be held in 2009. I also note with 

pleasure that Kenya will be the host of the conference and this, I believe, will not only provide 

an immense opportunity for Africa to advocate for health promotion but at the same time will be 

an opportune occasion for experts around the world to obtain insight into health promotion 

actions in Africa. I am very confident that, with the presence of WHO colleagues from 

headquarters and all the regions and the quality of experts we have in this meeting, your two 

days of deliberations this week will look strategically at developing a programme which 

responds to these aspects.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This meeting comes at a very important juncture, with the global public health landscape 

witnessing some dramatic changes over the past few years. Important new players are changing 

the way countries address health challenges. Global political, economic and social changes, 

accelerated by globalization, have raised both challenges and opportunities for cooperation. The 

challenges faced by the health sector as a result of the current global food crisis and the negative 
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impact of climate change on health are enormous. The centrality of health to global development 

has been affirmed in a wide range of international agreements over the past 20 years and by a 

wide set of stakeholders, going far beyond the health sector and ministries of health. All of this 

is occurring in a global context marked by insecurity, armed conflict, natural disaster, increasing 

social inequality and migration. Global efforts to promote health are inseparable from medical 

science, but social, economic, environmental and political factors also determine health 

opportunities and outcomes. For health promotion action to be effective, it must be guided by a 

broad perspective, and taken in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders and institutions. The 

five key action areas of the Ottawa Charter and the four key commitments of the Bangkok 

Charter provide a framework to pursue health promotion actions which can address the 

determinants of health.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The interrelationship between health and development is recognized and reflected in the 

central position of health within the Millennium Development Goals. Health is not only a 

prerequisite for economic and social development; it is an important goal in its own right, being 

pursued in a broad context of socioeconomic development. Non-health factors, such as poverty 

reduction, equity, sustainable development, protection of the environment and human rights need 

to be actively taken into account. I hope that this meeting will be able to chalk out an agenda for 

the conference in a manner which will greatly facilitate the work of the WHO secretariat and 

Member States in positioning health promotion in such a complex environment––an environment 

where actions taken outside the health sector affect the health of the population. A challenge, 

though, for this group will be how to engage development partners in this process, in order to reap 

maximum benefit for health promotion in the years to come. This engagement should not be seen 

as merely an exercise on its own, but as part of a process that will culminate in improving the 

health and quality of life of people, and contribute to reducing health inequities. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I am sure that, by working together, we can push health promotion higher up the political 

agenda so that it is considered an incremental component in all development initiatives. 

I wish you every success in your deliberations and wish you a happy and comfortable 

stay in Cairo 

Thank you and God bless you. 


