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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Training Workshop on Recent 

Developments in National Health Accounts. I would like to thank the participants from 

health and related ministries and agencies for taking part in the workshop. I would also 

like to thank the resource persons and headquarter colleagues for supporting the 

workshop. This workshop is organized with collaboration of the World Bank and the 

USAID. It presents an excellent opportunity for national health accounts technicians from 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region to become familiar with the latest developments in 

preparation of national health accounts. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Demographic transition, rapidly changing patterns of morbidity and mortality, 

technological advances, ever increasing public expectations, and the emergence of new 

public health problems all call for more efficient use of resources, and in most cases, 

more resources. In many countries, health care is provided by a complex and changing 

combination of government and private sector, for-profit and non-profit providers. In 

such an environment, policy-makers need reliable national and sub-national information 
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on sources and uses of funds for health, preferably comparable over time and across 

countries, in order to enhance health system performance. 

National health accounts are designed to provide the required financial information 

for policy-makers. They depict the flow of funds through the health system. If 

implemented on a regular basis, NHA track trends in health expenditures—an essential 

element in health care monitoring and evaluation. NHA can also help to make financial 

projections of a country’s health system requirements. 

National health accounts are structured to answer specific questions about health 

systems. They trace how much is being spent, where resources come from, where they 

are being spent, what they are being spent on and for whom, how that has changed over 

time, and finally how that compares to spending in countries facing similar conditions. 

National health accounts are an analytical tool and, when used in conjunction with 

other epidemiological and socioeconomic data, can guide policy-makers in identifying 

shortcomings in health systems and finding ways to solve them. National Health 

Accounts allow also monitoring and evaluation of the policy impact of various 

interventions, including their impact on vulnerable groups. They also provide a basis for 

tracking external resources allocated to health development, can facilitate monitoring of 

health development through poverty reduction strategies, and can help to monitor the 

achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and other stated global objectives. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

National health accounts have been promoted as part of the regional programme on 

health economics and health care financing since 1995. The first national health accounts 

exercise was carried out in Egypt in 1995 with financial and technical support from 

USAID. In 1998 a joint WHO, World Bank, USAID- PHRplus initiative was undertaken 

to train national health accounts teams in the Region. The first training workshop was 

held in Tunisia for eight countries in 1999 and has been followed by over ten regional, 

subregional and national training workshops and consultation since then. 

The first round of national health accounts estimates provided key financial 

indicators to policy-makers in the Member States and opened up dialogue between 
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ministries of health and national stakeholders, as well as international partners. There are 

indications that national health accounts are now contributing to policy analysis and 

formulation in some countries, and I hope that this contribution to policy formulation will 

expand throughout the Region. 

Many countries of the Region now consider national health accounts as among the 

analytical tool kit used to enhance health system performance and to promote evidence-

based policies and strategies. Countries of the Region have increasingly been requesting 

technical support to undertake national health accounts studies. The interest in producing 

national health accounts estimates is welcomed and supported by the Regional Office. 

We hope that this training workshop, which will be led by top experts in this field, and 

the WHO national health account website dedicated to supporting development of health 

accounts in the world, will pave the way for further development of national health 

accounts in the Member States. 

Dear Colleagues, 

WHO, the World Bank, and the United States Agency for International Development 

joined forces to produce the guide for producing national health accounts that provides 

the basis for this training workshop. The development of the national health accounts 

function and its institutionalization are being promoted in health systems throughout the 

Region. The close collaboration of WHO, the World Bank and USAID has contributed 

significantly in this important field.  

The expectations from national health accounts teams are indeed very high. National 

health accounts are more than just a set of tables, albeit very informative tables. They 

lead to the development of a culture that promotes transparency. Personal and subjective 

health policies are replaced by evidence-based policies that are not subject to frequent 

and, sometimes premature, change. 

Dear Colleagues 

I invite you to actively participate in the workshop. I am confident that you will 

greatly benefit from the training. I wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo and look forward to 

further development of the national health accounts function in countries of the Region. 


